Frontiers of multidirectionality

The Republic of Belarus traditionally adheres to unified approaches to the
development of relations with all foreign partners, while concentrating its
foreign policy efforts on the most important and promising vectors, which
include the countries of the so-called far arc, including those in the African and
African regions, with many of which the Belarusian side seeks to expand and
strengthen cooperation. The Belarusian foreign policy is aimed at developing
relations with the countries of the far arc in two main directions: first,
intensifying political and economic interaction with traditional partners; second,
establishing a dialogue, actively entering and establishing a foothold in the
markets of the states that have a significant potential for mutually beneficial
cooperation. This focus is explained by the fact that diversification of trade and
deepening of economic cooperation with the countries of the above regions of
the planet is an important prerequisite for growth of the export-oriented
Belarusian economy. Over the past few years, the Republic of Belarus has
done a lot in this respect. This study describes how this mutually beneficial
cooperation is developing.
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Commonwealth of Independent States:
from interfacing integration processes to co-operation
between regions

In December 2020, the CIS Council of Heads of State approved a new
version of the Concept for the Further Development of the Commonwealth and
a plan of main measures for its implementation. The new edition fixes the main
task of the CIS - "to increase the efficiency of its activities, including by
ensuring the fulfilment by the states of their commitments and monitoring their
implementation. The document defines economic co-operation as a key
priority"! . For the Belarusian side, the subject of the Commonwealth of
Independent States development is especially relevant today, since the
Republic of Belarus became the chair of this international organisation on 1
January 2021. And now, to a large extent, its approach to strengthening
integration mechanisms in the post-Soviet space will determine to what extent
the CIS will be able to cope with the urgent problems caused by globalisation
and new challenges of modernity.

At the December 2020 meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the
Commonwealth of Independent States, Belarus identified among the main
priorities of its chairmanship in the CIS such as liberalising trade, reducing
restrictions and exemptions to a minimum, eliminating technical barriers,
unifying rules and procedures. for public procurement, establishing common
markets for goods and services, as well as boosting investment activity,
expanding industrial cooperation, and searching for common points of
economic growth. The same line includes strengthening humanitarian ties,
expanding contacts in scientific fields, education, health care, culture, sports
and tourism, youth work, as well as enhancing the image of the
Commonwealth in the international arena with a focus on strengthening
cooperation between CIS member states in the field of information.

The attention to the intensification of information co-operation in this
context is explained by the concerns voiced at the CIS Council of Heads of
State about the state of affairs in this area. The participants in the summit
recognised "the lack of awareness among the people of our countries, the level
of their awareness of what the Commonwealth does and its importance. It is
necessary to make more active use of modern information and communication

' Meeting of the CIS Council of Heads of State [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL:
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/zasedanie-soveta-glav-gosudarstv-sng-25085/
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technologies, which are especially demanded by the younger generation. It is
expedient to create discussion platforms more actively, to involve the export
community and the journalistic corps. It is necessary to think through and adopt
a plan for the information promotion of the CIS"? . We should assume that this
proposal will be taken into account in the Concept of the Belarusian
Chairmanship and the Action Plan for its implementation. This proposal sets
serious tasks for the information sphere of all the CIS countries to ensure
adequate media articulation of the integration processes that will take place in
the CIS during the presidency of the Republic of Belarus. Of course, a special
role in solving this creative task should be played by representatives of the
international segment of the national journalism of the chairing country, who
should set the tone in the media sphere by addressing the most topical issues
of integration building in the post-Soviet space. In doing so, they should take
into account a number of important points.

Even before the beginning of its presidency, the Belarusian side
announced at the highest level that in 2021 it intends to focus on the
development of the common economic space of the Commonwealth, with
"special emphasis planned to be placed on the conjugation of integration
processes in the CIS and the EAEU™ , in order to create within the
Commonwealth the same level of co-operation as in the Eurasian Economic
Union. This intention actualises for media representatives the study of the
existing experience of integration construction in the EAEU, which could be
successfully used in the CIS. Especially since the economic union of Belarus,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Armenia has such experience.

It should be recalled that in November 2020, a meeting of the CIS
Council of Heads of Government was held in the format of a videoconference,
at which its participants approved the action plan for the implementation of the
first stage of the CIS economic development strategy for the period until 2030.
This document "covers the period from 2021 to 2025 and contains 29 sections,
including trade and economic cooperation, industry, fuel and energy complex,
transport, communications and informatization, agro-industrial complex,

2 Moldova proposes to think over a plan of information promotion of the CIS [Electronic resource].
- 2020. - URL: https://www.belta.by/politics/view/moldova-predlagaet-produmat-plan-
informatsionnogo-prodvizhenija-sng-420785-2020

3 On the meeting of the Minister of Foreign Affairs V. Makei with the Chairman of the CIS Executive
Committee -  Executive  Secretary  [Electronic  resource]. - 2020. - URL:
https://mfa.gov.by/press/news_mfa/b824e89¢5996ccf3.html
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monetary and financial policy, labour market"* . The measures contained in the
adopted plan and aimed at strengthening and improving the competitiveness of
the CIS economies, developing new cooperation and infrastructure projects,
developing the digitalisation of the economy, implementing scientific,
technical and educational potential should help to effectively use the
integration mechanisms of this international organisation to restore the positive
dynamics of the scale of cooperation. After all, for seven months of 2020, the
value of foreign trade turnover of goods between the CIS countries decreased
by almost 17 per cent. In addition, "in January-August, the volume of industrial
production of the Commonwealth countries decreased by 4 per cent compared
to the same period last year. Cargo transport decreased by 4.8 per cent and
passenger transport by more than a quarter, by 28 per cent"’ .

Of course, these indicators do not look very convincing against the
background of the results of the Eurasian Economic Union, where there are a
number of positive trends in economic activity. Thus, "over the past 5 years,
the volume of mutual trade of the Union's countries has grown by 35% to
$62bn (in 2015 it was $46bn). Total GDP increased by 21% and reached $2
trillion"® . And if we take even the year 2020, which is not the most favourable
for epidemiological reasons, agricultural production grew by another two and
a half times and there was no decline in industrial production in the
manufacturing sectors. But the EAEU is well aware that the union should only
accelerate the pace of integration of the industrial potentials of the member
states. For this reason, just a week before the meeting of the CIS Council of
Heads of State, the EAEU approved the strategic directions for the
development of Eurasian economic integration, which envisage a faster pace
of this international organisation moving forward. "It is necessary to grow by
4.5 per cent of GDP every year to reach the indicators laid down in the strategy
for the development of integration until 2025"7 . The adopted strategy, which
includes eleven directions and 332 implementation mechanisms, provides for

4 The next meeting of the CIS Council of Heads of Government will be held in Minsk on 28 May
2021 [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https://www.belta.by/politics/view/sledujuschee-
zasedanie-soveta-glav-pravitelstv-sng-projdet-v-minske-28-maja-2021-goda-414460-2020/

> Roman Golovchenko took part in the meeting of the CIS Council of Heads of Government
[Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: http://government.by/ru/content/9638

¢ Nazarbayev: it is necessary to increase the volume and sustainability of trade flows inside and
outside the EAEU [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL:
https://www.belta.by/economics/view/nazarbaev-neobhodimo-naraschivat-objemy-i-ustojchivost-
torgovyh-potokov-vnutri-i-za-predelami-eaes-419719-2020/

" The strategy of development of Eurasian integration will allow solving many issues in a new way
- Myasnikovich [Electronic resource]. 2020. URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/strategija-
razvitija-evrazijskoj-integratsii-pozvolit-po-novomu-reshat-mnogie-voprosy-mjasnikovich-
419794-2020/



a fuller utilisation of the EAEU's industrial potential and its logistical
capabilities in order to fully ensure the complementarity of the economies.
Particular attention will be paid to education, health care, and the movement
of citizens. In order to implement this peculiar roadmap for the development
of integration, "it will be necessary to conclude 13 international treaties, more
than 60 normative legal acts, as well as to introduce about 25 amendments and
additions to the EAEU Treaty and national legislation"® . As we can see, there
is a lot of work to be done. An important detail: the strategy for the
development of Eurasian integration until 2025 was adopted when the
Republic of Belarus was chairing the EAEU, which allows us to hope for an
effective chairmanship of the Belarusian side in the CIS in 2021.

Another interesting experience for the CIS in terms of interfacing
integration processes with the EAEU could be the transition from the formation
stage to the stage of project integration in this economic union, where the
emphasis is placed on investment cooperation and complementary
specialisation in the real sector of the economy. The essence of this transition
is contained in the industrialisation and agro-industry maps currently being
formed in the EAEU. The former is designed to identify import-dependent
technological areas and import-substituting potential of producers, as well as
areas for possible industrial cooperation and specific implemented and planned
major industrial projects in the EAEU. "The current version of the draft map
includes 177 large investment and significant projects for relevant industries
worth $194.5bn in 21 sectors"® . As for the agro-industry development map, it
will also include areas where projects that involve the formation of co-
operation chains for the development of import-substituting industries are to
be implemented. The experience of implementing these components of project
integration in the post-Soviet space should, of course, be in the focus of
attention of both the Belarusian media and all the countries of the
Commonwealth.

The experience of the EAEU in expanding scientific-technical and
innovation cooperation, including through the formation of Eurasian
technological platforms, the main task of which is to "ensure systematic work

8 The EAEU Strategy until 2025 contains 330 measures and mechanisms for the development of
integration - Malkina [Electronic resource]. 2020. URL:
https://www.belta.by/economics/view/strategija-eaes-do-2025-goda-soderzhit-330-mer-i-
mehanizmov-po-razvitiju-integratsii-malkina-419802-2020/

° Pivovar, E. Maps of industrialisation and agroindustry will contribute to import substitution in the
EAEU - Malkina / E. Pivovar // [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL:
https://www.belta.by/economics/view/karty-industrializatsii-i-agroindustrii-budut-sposobstvovat-
importozamescheniju-v-eaes-malkina-419027-2020/
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to accumulate advanced national and global achievements of scientific and
technological development, mobilise the scientific potential of member states
to solve applied problems in the development of innovative products and
technologies, as well as their introduction into industrial production"!® . The
fact is that "the Treaty on the EAEU lacks basic provisions on scientific and
technical co-operation, which would allow regulating innovative interaction
between the countries of the Union"!" . For this reason, the Republic of Belarus
initiates the inclusion of a separate article in the Treaty on the EAEU, which
would define the areas of co-operation between the member states of the Union
in the scientific, technical and innovation spheres.

Recall that back in April 2016, by decision of the Eurasian
Intergovernmental Council, a list of Eurasian technology platforms was
formed, which included 14 areas: 1. Medical and medical biotechnologies,
pharmacy. 2. Information and communication technologies. 3. Photonics. 4.
Aerospace technologies. 5. Nuclear and radiation technologies. 6. Energy. 7.
Transport technologies. 8. Metallurgy technologies and new materials. 9.
Extraction of natural resources and oil and gas processing. 10. Chemistry and
petrochemistry. 11. Electronics and engincering technologies. 12.
Environmental development. 13. Industrial technologies. 14. Agriculture, food
industry, biotechnology.

In January 2019, the EAEU formed the 15th Eurasian platform - "Energy
and Electrification", the founders of which were nine enterprises and scientific
institutes of Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Russia, which outlined such
main areas of activity as "energy engineering, electrification, as well as the
creation and distribution of smart grids - electrical installations that ensure
parallel operation of different energy sources in the network. In addition, it is
planned to develop and utilise renewable sources for energy saving of remote
consumers"'? . In August 2019, the Council of the Eurasian Economic
Commission approved the 16th Eurasian technology platform - "Technologies
for maintenance and repair of industrial equipment", which is designed to
address such tasks as "development of industrial partnership and import

10 Eurasian technological platforms [Electronic  resource]. - 2020. - URL:
https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belarus-vystupaet-za-rasshirenie-nauchno-tehnicheskogo-
sotrudnichestva-v-eaes-shumilin-397579-2020/

! Belarus is in favour of expanding scientific and technical cooperation in the EAEU - Shumilin
[Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belarus-vystupaet-za-
rasshirenie-nauchno-tehnicheskogo-sotrudnichestva-v-eaes-shumilin-397579-2020/

12 Pivovar, E. Technological platform in the energy sector is created in the EAEU / E. Pivovar //
[Electronic resource]. - 2019. - URL:
https://www.belta.by/special/economics/view/tehnologicheskaja-platforma-v-sfere-energetiki-
sozdana-v-eaes-333240-2019/



substitution, re-engineering of obsolete units and assemblies on the basis of
technical re-equipment and modernisation of production facilities, introduction
of breakthrough technologies"!® . At the same time, the Eurasian Centre for
Machine Tool Construction was established to maintain a unified register of
machine tool equipment produced in the EAEU countries, which will help
determine what competencies and production capacities they possess.

For the Republic of Belarus, participation in these Eurasian technology
platforms is important because the focus here is on the implementation of
highly innovative projects that have not only economic, but also political and
social significance. In particular, this is characteristic of the Belarusian side's
participation in the implementation of the technology platform related to space
and geoinformation technologies. "Work in this direction has made it possible
to create our own satellite, as well as a whole sector of the economy that deals
with the sphere of space, and to declare ourselves on the international arena as
a space power"!* . An important addition: in April 2020, the Board of the
Eurasian Economic Commission approved a global co-operation project in the
field of space and geoinformation services based on Earth remote sensing data,
which is scheduled to be implemented in 2021-2025. "At the first stage, the
current and prospective satellite constellations of the EAEU countries are to be
united. The second stage is to create a unified information portal"!> .

Other interesting areas of Belarus' participation in the Eurasian
technology platforms include the EurasiaBio technology platform, which
involves the development of joint projects in the field of biotechnology for
effective use in the interests of science, education, economic sectors, social
sphere and state needs, as well as the project "Organisation of LED lighting
equipment production", whose participants include Belarusian, Russian,
Armenian, Kazakh and Kyrgyz organisations.

Another important area, which, to all appearances, will be updated by
the Belarusian side in the CIS in 2021 and on which representatives of the
media sphere should focus, is related to the topic of interaction between the

13 The EAEU formed a new Eurasian technological platform on technologies of maintenance and
repair  of  industrial  equipment  [Electronic  resource]. -  2019. -  URL:
http://www.eurasiancommission.org/ru/nae/news/Pages/13-08-2019-1.aspx

14 Nikitina, Yu.F. Perspectives of technological platforms: Synergetic effects / Yu.F. Nikitina//
Designing the Future. Problems of digital reality: Proceedings of the 2nd International Conference
(7-8 February 2019, Moscow). - Moscow: Keldysh IPM, 2019. - C. 88-89.

S EAEU countries intend to create a Eurasian space constellation [Electronic resource]. - 2020. -
URL:
https://www.tvr.by/news/obshchestvo/strany_eaes_namereny_sozdat_evraziyskuyu_kosmicheskuy
u_gruppirovku/



regions of the Commonwealth countries, as Minsk expects "a noticeable effect
from the implementation of the Interstate Programme of Innovative
Cooperation, the Concept of Interregional and Cross-Border Cooperation and
the Priority Areas of Cooperation in the Field of Transport"! . It should be
noted that over the years of the Commonwealth's existence, the regions have
become an effective instrument of interstate dialogue and an integral part of
economic interaction. The Concept of Interregional and Cross-Border
Cooperation approved at the November (2020) meeting of the CIS Council of
Heads of Government should introduce new effective elements into this
priority of development of this integration structure. It should be recalled that
this area of interaction between the Commonwealth countries includes "a set
of legislative, administrative and economic measures that promote the most
rational allocation of productive forces and equalisation of the living standards
of the population, covering all the most important branches of material
production, health protection, ensuring law and order and security,
employment of the population, placement of the service sector, promotion of

tourism"'7 .

Speaking about interregional cooperation, in developing this area of
cooperation, back in April 2020 the Commonwealth countries adopted the
Convention on Interregional Cooperation of the CIS Member States, which
clarified the term "interregional cooperation", which now means concerted
actions of the parties "aimed at strengthening and developing friendly
relations, trade and economic, social, cultural, legal and humanitarian
cooperation between the regions of the Parties"'® . More than twenty areas have
been identified among the priorities of activity that contribute to the
achievement of the set goals, including the creation of free economic zones in
the regions, the implementation of investment projects, trade and fair activities.

With regard to cross-border co-operation, the relevant convention of the
CIS member states was adopted back in October 2008. This document defines
"cross-border cooperation" as "concerted actions aimed at strengthening and
promoting good-neighbourly relations between border territories, conclusion,
in accordance with the legislation of the Parties, of agreements necessary to

16 Exit from economic recession, increase of mutual and foreign trade - Igor Petrishenko named the
most important tasks facing the CIS at the current stage [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL:
http://www.government.by/ru/content/9678

17 The state of interregional and cross-border cooperation in the CIS member states (information and
analytical report). - M.: CIS, 2017. - C. 4.

18 Convention on Interregional Co-operation of the Member States of the Commonwealth of
Independent States [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL:
https://pravo.by/upload/docs/op/N01600091_1585774800.pdf
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"9 Among the more than twenty areas of activity

achieve these goals
mentioned here that contribute to the development of cross-border co-
operation, we should mention the creation of special or special economic zones

in the border areas, cross-border trade, industrial and technical co-operation.

The Republic of Belarus is one of those CIS countries where special
attention is paid to regional co-operation. Thus, at the IX meeting of the
Council for Interregional and Cross-Border Cooperation of the CIS Member
States, held in the format of a videoconference in September 2020, it was noted
that the Belarusian regions "continue to have more than 600 documents on
cooperation in trade, economic, scientific, technical and humanitarian spheres
with the regions of the CIS Member States"?* . And although over 430
agreements out of them fall on the regions of Russia, recently active actions
have been taken to expand partnership relations of the regions with other
countries as well. Thus, 26 such documents were signed only during the
preparation and holding of the first Forum of Regions of Belarus and
Uzbekistan in July 2019. Almost 15 agreements have been concluded with the
regions of Armenia. And a draft of such a document between Minsk and
Yerevan is ready to be signed. There are 23 co-operation agreements with the
regions of Kazakhstan, Moldova --18, Kyrgyzstan - 5. As for Azerbaijan,
partnership relations have been established between Minsk and Baku, Mogilev
and Sumgait. Belarusian-Turkmen interregional co-operation is based on the
existing agreements between Minsk and Ashgabat, Mogilev region and Mary
province. Vitebsk, Gomel, Minsk, Mogilev voblasts and Minsk actively co-
operate with the regions of Tajikistan.

As we can see, the potential for partnership is considerable. How it is
reflected in the national media today is not an easy question. But in any case,
this diversity of regional ties will have to be fully disclosed in 2021, first of all,
by the Belarusian regional mass media, based on the provisions of the CIS
Information Promotion Plan, which was discussed at the December 2020
meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the Commonwealth, in order to
reflect this direction of integration in the post-Soviet space as adequately as
possible in their publications, programmes and broadcasts, thus contributing to

19 Convention on Cross-Border Co-operation of the Member States of the Commonwealth of
Independent States [Electronic resource]. - 2008. - URL: http://docs.cntd.ru/document/902196976
20 Speeches of the participants of the IX meeting of the Council on Interregional and Cross-Border
Cooperation of the CIS Member States on the state of interregional and cross-border cooperation in
the CIS Member States [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https://e-
cis.info/cooperation/3763/89102/
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the successful chairmanship of the Republic of Belarus in this international
body
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Commonwealth of Independent States: free trade in
services, innovation, science, education

The year 2022 will mark the end of the chairmanship of the Republic of
Belarus in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), which is based on
the principles of continuity and is aimed at implementing long-term elements
of the development strategy of this integration association in the post-Soviet
space in various areas. The measures taken in 2021 under the auspices of the
Belarusian presidency in conjunction with the efforts of the states at the
national level allowed to ensure the growth of the most important
macroeconomic indicators in the CIS in January-August. "Thus, the growth of
industrial output was 4.3%, cargo transportation (without pipeline transport) -
5.2%, retail trade turnover - 8.5%"%' . Achievement of such positive dynamics
was largely facilitated by the CIS free trade zone for goods, which provides
favourable conditions for the development of the economies of the CIS
member states.

In 2021, thanks to Belarus' chairmanship in the CIS, active work
continued together with other states-on the draft agreement on free trade in
services, which is designed to provide additional opportunities for sustainable
economic development in the post-Soviet space. An important detail here is
that "the work on the preparation of this agreement has been going on for 9
years, since 2012"?? . The result of this work should be the signing of this
document in May 2022. Its particular relevance lies in the fact that trade in
services today accounts for about half of the gross product of the CIS countries.
The removal of barriers in this matter will allow to further increase economic
interaction in the post-Soviet space, where stable processes of restoration of
integration ties are already observed. "Thus, in the first half of this [2021] year,
mutual trade increased by almost 27 per cent, foreign trade turnover - by more
than a quarter, the volume of gross domestic product in the Commonwealth as
a whole increased by almost 4.5 per cent, freight transport and industrial
production are growing"? .

2 Roman Golovchenko: Belarus has always been in favour of the CIS development and is aimed at
the development of regional integration [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
http://www.government.by/ru/content/10051

22 Lebedev: agreement on free trade in services in the CIS may be signed in May 2022 [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/politics/view/lebedev-soglashenie-o-svobodnoj-
torgovle-uslugami-v-sng-mozhet-byt-podpisano-v-mae-2022-goda-469260-2021

2 Mishustin: agreement on free trade in services will stimulate economic interaction in the CIS
[Electronic resource]. 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/mishustin-soglashenie-
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Another very important document that was worked on during the year
of Belarus' presidency in this international organisation is the Comprehensive
Action Plan for 2021-2025 for the implementation of the Interstate
Programme of Innovation Cooperation of the CIS countries for the period until
2030, which was approved by the Council of Heads of Government of the
Commonwealth in November 2021. It is relevant to recall here that at the
October (2021) meeting of the CIS Council of Heads of State a statement was
adopted on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Commonwealth, in
which, considering trade and economic interaction as a key factor in further
deepening economic integration and sustainable development of the CIS
member states, the leaders of these states stated the need to "direct efforts
towards stable economic growth through the development of a green economy,

digitalisation, industrial cooperation, and the widespread use of innovations..."
24

It should be recalled that in 2020 the implementation of the Interstate
Programme of Innovation Cooperation of the CIS countries, which was
approved in October 2011 and in which the main objective was formulated -
"the creation of an interstate space, uniting the capabilities of national
innovation systems, giving a sustainable systemic character to innovation
development, promoting the effective use of scientific and technological
developments and inventions"? . During its implementation, certain results
have been achieved. These include the formulation of a functioning mechanism
for the implementation of interstate projects, the creation of a legal framework
for the successful interaction of participants, and the formation of an
innovation infrastructure.

With regard to the participation of the Republic of Belarus in the
implementation of the provisions of the completed programme, Belarusian
organizations have become executors in nine inter-State projects out of ten.
Among the most significant of them is the development and implementation
of a comprehensive information system for aerospace forecast monitoring of
natural emergencies, which makes it possible to reduce the damage caused by
such situations and the costs of eliminating their consequences by up to 20 per
cent through timely measures. Another interesting example in this context is

0-svobodnoj-torgovle-uslugami-prostimuliruet-ekonomicheskoe-vzaimodejstvie-v-sng-469224-

2021/

24 CIS Heads of State adopted a Statement in connection with the 30th anniversary of the
Commonwealth [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/politics/view/glavy-
gosudarstv-sng-prinjali-zajavlenie-v-svjazi-s-30-letiem-sodruzhestva-464684-2021/

5 Interstate programme of innovation cooperation of the CIS member states for the period up to
2020 [Electronic resource]. - 2011. - URL: https://cis.minsk.by/page/19142
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the development of a highly sensitive test system for detecting hepatitis E in
humans, wild and domestic pigs, rabbits and reindeer, on the basis of which
Belarus has developed a system of anti-epidemic measures among the
population.

Continuation of systematic work in this direction was the adoption in
November 2020 at the meeting of the Council of Heads of Government of the
CIS countries of the decision on the Interstate Programme of Innovation
Cooperation of the Commonwealth member states for the period up to
2030. This document is "a system of mutually linked activities in terms of
objectives, resources and timeframes, which takes into account the
accumulated experience. In particular, much attention is paid to attracting
extrabudgetary sources of financing for inter-State innovation projects"? . The
main task of the new programme is to organise large-scale production of
knowledge-intensive competitive goods and promising developments in the
common innovative Eurasian space. One of the innovations that distinguishes
the new document from the previous one is that the new programme has
become more flexible in its implementation: Whereas previously there was a
strict condition for the participation<of representatives of at least three
Commonwealth countries in an innovation project, now "it is envisaged that
projects may be launched with the participation of two CIS member states, and
other interested countries may join in the future"?’ . The focus on measures to
increase the efficiency of innovation activities is dictated by the fact that in the
period up to 2030, global economic processes will be characterised by
increased uncertainty and volatility, even possible radical changes under the
influence of geopolitical factors. But the most important trends, which in the
next decade can really affect the development of world processes, will remain
new technologies, innovative solutions in the economy, creation of a large
number of own high-tech industries. 2In this respect, the Commonwealth has
a lot to do to get rid of those obstacles in the innovation sphere, which CIS
member states continue to face today, where there is still "a certain inertia,
little consideration of the time factor, the level of strategic planning in the
spheres of innovative development and international scientific and technical

26 On the results of the meeting of the Council of Heads of Government of the Commonwealth of
Independent States [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https://e-cis.info/page/3758/89205/

27 The programme of innovation cooperation of CIS countries has become more flexible and adaptive
- Shumilin [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/programma-
innovatsionnogo-sotrudnichestva-stran-sng-stala-bolee-gibkoj-i-adaptivnoj-shumilin-421456-
2020/

28 Interstate Programme of Innovation Cooperation of the CIS Member States for the period up to
2030. - M., 2020. - C.8.
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cooperation remains low, and measures to support small and medium-sized,
including youth, scientific and technical and innovative entrepreneurship are
not effective enough". Successful implementation of the new programme
would make it possible to achieve the expected effect in 14 areas at once,
including: increasing the number of breakthrough technologies, discoveries
and promising developments by ensuring the promotion of research results on
the market; creating the potential for increasing the number of companies -
world technology leaders in the CIS; expanding scientific, technical and
innovation cooperation as a basis for the creation of joint competitive products,
including those for the markets of third countries.

As for the approved Comprehensive Action Plan for 2021-2025, which
contains specific activities, initiatives and projects with the indication of
responsible executors and deadlines, they are structured in five main areas
relating to regulatory, legal, organizational, informational, financial and
personnel support for the implementation of the programme. It is expected that
the successful implementation of this plan will strengthen the CIS position in
the new architecture of the world economic system and create conditions for
achieving such results as "the development of inter-State innovation
cooperation, the creation of scientific, technical and technological reserves for
the organisation of large-scale production of knowledge-intensive competitive
goods and services within the “common innovation space of the
Commonwealth"? . In addition to these provisions, this integration association
is also expected to develop a programme for the development of industrial
complexes until 2025, which will be another step in the development of the
CIS.

Another priority goal of the presidency of the Republic of Belarus in the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) in 2021 was to achieve a
synergetic effect from the cooperation of the member states of this association
in the post-Soviet space in various areas in order to attract the widest possible
range of participants in addressing the issues of its deepening, observing the
principle of multilevel and multirate integration. At the same time, in the field
of science and technology, the task was set to "promote the creation of
effective mechanisms to combine the efforts of the CIS member states in the
scientific, technical and innovation spheres, to strengthen the innovation
component of economic growth through the formation of national innovation

2 The CIS approved the action plan for five years on innovative co-operation [Electronic resource].
- 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/v-sng-utverzhden-plan-meroprijatij-na-
pjatiletku-po-innovatsionnomu-sotrudnichestvu-469337-2021/
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systems and the implementation of inter-State innovation projects"*’ . One of
the concrete steps towards its solution was the holding of several important
events in Minsk in the last decade of November 2021, aimed at strengthening
ties and expanding contacts between the community of scientists and scientific
organisations of the CIS countries, including the 3rd Forum of Scientists, the
9th meeting of the Council for Cooperation in Basic Science, and the 29th
meeting of the Interstate Council for Cooperation in Science, Technology and
Innovation.

The 3rd Forum of CIS scientists gathered more than 150 participants
- heads and leading scientists of academies of sciences, major scientific and
research centres, educational organisations of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan. Its main objectives were to: 1) to intensify scientific and technical
cooperation of the Commonwealth states; 2) to stimulate new joint research;
3) to propose ways to develop innovation policy in the post-Soviet space; 4) to
form "a system of international mobility of scientists and young specialists in
the professional community"*! . Within the framework of three round tables -
"The State and Prospects of Basic<Science Development", "Improving
Scientific Cooperation in the Digital Era", "Innovative Scientific Research" -
it was noted that in the context(of the transition to the digital model of the
Commonwealth economy, the importance of science is sharply increasing,
where interaction is based on the strategy of mutually beneficial and equal co-
operation and where such principles as: 1) preservation and further
development of historical and cultural ties of the peoples of the CIS countries;
2) joining efforts for the implementation of national interests in the
implementation of scientific programmes and projects; 3) formation of
mutually beneficial partnerships of scientific organisations of the
Commonwealth countries; 4) flexibility of collective cooperation formats and
decision-making mechanisms in the implementation of joint scientific
research. The declaration "Science in the context of global challenges" adopted
at the end of the 3rd Forum notes that "the scientific and technical policy
pursued by the Commonwealth states is aimed at uniting the efforts of
scientists of the CIS countries in the search for new forms of cooperation in

30 The Concept of the Chairmanship of the Republic of Belarus in the Commonwealth of Independent
States in 2021 [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https://cis.minsk.by/page/19314

31 Scientists of the CIS countries will adopt a declaration on co-operation in the scientific sphere
[Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/uchenye-stran-sng-primut-
deklaratsiju-o-sotrudnichestve-v-nauchnoj-sfere-471428-2021/
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the field of scientific research to solve problems in modernising national socio-

economic systems and improving the welfare and quality of life of people"*? .

At the 9th meeting of the Council for Cooperation in Basic Science
of the CIS countries, the increasing role of basic science in the development
of society as a basis for prosperity and well-being of future generations of our
countries was noted, and a proposal was made to develop a plan of cooperation
in this area, designed for a two-year period and dealing with areas of particular
interest to the scientific community of the CIS - ecology, space exploration,
biotechnology, digitalisation, and aimed at solving existing problems of
cooperation in the scientific sphere on "One of them is the lack of centralised
funding for scientific developments"** . In December 2021, the draft list of
promising scientific projects corresponding to the priority areas of fundamental
research of the CIS countries was finalised and sent to the Commonwealth
states to finalise internal coordination. "Six states are involved in the work on
the draft list: Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and
Tajikistan"** . The agreed draft includes scientific developments in such areas
as physical, mathematical and chemical sciences, information and
communication technologies, new substances and materials, biological,
agrarian and medical sciences, biotechnology and genetic engineering, rational
nature management and environmental protection, nuclear, alternative and
renewable energy, mechanical engineering and instrumentation, socio-
economic and humanities, space exploration.

At the 29th meeting of the Interstate Council for Cooperation in
Science, Technology and Innovation a draft concept of scientific, technical
and technological cooperation of the CIS countries was announced, which
envisages the solution of such tasks as "development and introduction of new
breakthrough technologies in priority areas of scientific and technical activity,
as well as the creation of new high-tech industrial enterprises for the
production of knowledge-intensive and innovative products"* . The system of

32 Representatives of the scientific community of the CIS countries adopted a declaration in the
context ~of  global  challenges  [Electronic  resource]. -  20231. -  URL:
https://www.belta.by/society/view/predstaviteli-nauchnogo-soobschestva-stran-sng-prinjali-
deklaratsiju-v-kontekste-globalnyh-vyzovov-471791-2021/

3 The CIS intends to develop a plan of co-operation in the field of basic sciences [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/v-sng-namereny-razrabotat-plan-

sotrudnichestva-v-oblasti-fundamentalnyh-nauk-471803-2021/

3 CIS experts finalised the list of projects in priority areas of fundamental research [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/eksperty-sng-dorabotali-perechen-
proektov-po-prioritetnym-napravlenijam-fundamentalnyh-issledovanij-473644-2021

3 The CIS has prepared a draft concept of scientific and technical co-operation [Electronic resource].
- 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/v-sng-podgotovili-proekt-kontseptsii-nauchno-
tehnicheskogo-sotrudnichestva-471701-2021/
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training of highly qualified scientific and engineering personnel will also
undergo significant changes in the near future.

The concept of Belarus' presidency in the CIS in 2021 also implied that
one of the priorities of the country's chairmanship in this international
organisation would be to further strengthen humanitarian ties and expand
contacts in the field of education and science. In this case, it is about continuing
work on the development of the regulatory and legal framework aimed at
creating a common educational space of the Commonwealth, promoting "the
development of partnership ties between educational organizations of the CIS
member states, implementation of joint educational projects and
programmes"*° .

It should be recalled that the Agreement on co-operation in the field
of education by the member states of the Commonwealth was signed in May
1992 in Tashkent. In this document, the parties agreed to support joint
scientific research, "to fully promote the maintenance and development of
direct partnership ties in the field of education between the territories and
educational institutions of the member states"*’ . Five years later, in January
1997, the normative-legal base of interaction in this sphere was supplemented
by the Agreement on Cooperation for the Formation of a Common
(Common) Educational Space of the CIS, in which the parties, solving the
task set by this document, declared their intention to create "a mechanism for
coordination of integration processes in the field of education, training and
certification of scientific and scientific-pedagogical personnel"*® and created
the Council for Cooperation in the Field of Education of the
Commonwealth Member States. Since then, about forty documents have been
adopted in the CIS on the initiative of this coordinating body. These include:
decisions on the concepts of adult education development (2006) and distance
learning (2007); agreements on coordination of work in the field of
informatisation of educational systems (2007), on professional development of
pedagogical staff of educational organisations (2007), on mutual recognition
of documents on higher/higher professional education (2013); Regulations on
the Congress of Teachers and Education Workers (2018). Kpome Toro, B

3¢ Chairmanship of the Republic of Belarus in the Commonwealth of Independent States in 2021
[Electronic resource]. 2020. - URL:
https://www.mfa.gov.by/mulateral/belaruscischairmanship2021/

37 Agreement on Co-operation in the Field of Education [Electronic resource]. - 1992. - URL:
https://cis.minsk.by/page/7570

38 Agreement on Co-operation for the Formation of a Common (Common) Educational Space of the
Commonwealth of Independent States [Electronic resource]. - 1997. - URL:
https://cis.minsk.by/page/7552
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pamkax CoapyskectBa 17-TH BBICIIMM y4eOHBIM 3aBEICHUSAM MPUIAH CTATYyC
0a30BBIX OpraHMW3alUil MO pa3IMYHBIM HATpPABICHUSAM 00pa30BaTEIEHON
JIESITETFHOCTH, B YUCIIE KOTOPBIX €CTh U OSIOpyCCKHe BY3bl: M e TyHapOIHbIH
TOCYJAapCTBEHHBIH dKosormuecknii  wHCTUTYT wuMeHn A.J[. Caxaposa
Bbenopycckoro rocymapctBeHHOro yHuBepcutera — 0aszoBeii B CHIT mo
DKOJIOTMYECKOMY 00pa3oBaHIo; PecnyOnukanckuii HHCTUTYT
npo)eCCHOHATBPHOrO 00pa3oBaHusi — 0a30BbI 1O MPO(ECCHOHATBEHON
MOJrOTOBKE, MEPEIoIroTOBKE M MOBBIIICHHIO KBATM(PHKALUHM KaJIpoB B
cucreme MpodheccHoHAbHO-TEXHUUECKOTO U CP

Another interesting project in the educational sphere of the
Commonwealth is the CIS Network University, which was established in
2009 by a consortium agreement signed by the rectors of 11 leading
universities of the Commonwealth with the aim of training highly qualified
personnel and developing a common educational space of the CIS. Initially it
was planned to train personnel in humanities and social disciplines. But since
2010, the technical vector has been developing, and such areas as oil and gas
business and construction have appeared. The essence of training specialists
here comes down to the fact that "by studying at’a network university, students
of the Commonwealth countries have the opportunity to receive a document
on education of two countries, and by this they automatically increase their
competitiveness in the labour market"3?". It should be noted that from 2010 to
2019, 1,100 undergraduates were trained here. And today 38 universities from
9 CIS member states "participate in this project"® , including two domestic
universities - Belarusian State University and Belarusian National Technical
University. In particular, master's students of the Belarusian State University
are trained in international law in the fields of "Management", "Economics",
"Philology", "International Relations". And "upon successful passing of the
state examination and defence of the master's thesis, the graduate receives two
diplomas: Russian and Belarusian"*' .

In May 2020, during a meeting of the CIS Council of Heads of
Government, an Agreement on the Establishment and Functioning of the CIS

3 . More than 800 people were trained at the CIS Network University [Electronic resource]. - 2019.
- URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/bolee-800-chelovek-proshli-obuchenie-v-setevom-
universitete-sng-337497-2019/

40 Information on the activities of the Council for Co-operation in the Field of Education of the
Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States on the formation of a common
educational space of the CIS [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https:/e-
cis.info/cooperation/3063/79383/

4 CIS Network University [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https://ums.bsu.by/ru/am/cis-net-
university
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Network University was signed, which actually legalised at the governmental
level the inter-university project that had existed for more than ten years. In
December 2020, the House of Representatives of the National Assembly of the
Republic of Belarus ratified this document, which should give a new impetus
to the development of educational interaction in the Commonwealth. The entry
into force of this agreement, signed in order to improve the quality of staff
training in higher education institutions, to implement joint scientific and
scientific-technical projects prioritised by the participating countries, to
support the study of languages, culture and traditions of the peoples of the
Commonwealth member states, "will create the necessary conditions for the
expansion and deepening of contacts between the countries in the humanitarian
and educational sphere"*? , will strengthen cooperation and inter-university ties
in the field of higher education in Eurasia. As a result, it will contribute to the
realisation of the task of creating a common educational space of the CIS.

Among the concrete steps that were taken in 2021 to promote the
formation of a common educational space of the Commonwealth, we should
also mention the 6th Congress of teachers and education workers of the
CIS countries, which was held in late October in Dushanbe, brought together
representatives of the education system from Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and its main theme was "The
educational space of the Commonwealth of Independent States - a strategic
resource for sustainable development". Let us say at once that holding such an
event is a unique phenomenon in the world practice, as "in no other region of
the world there is interstate cooperation in the field of education, covering the
whole range of educational services, from childhood to professional

orientation of youth, higher vocational education and adult education"* .

We recall that the fifth Congress was held in October 2018 in Bishkek.
The past three years have shown that the national education systems of the
Commonwealth countries have been successfully developing in a number of
areas: from improving management and updating the content of education,
introducing innovative information technologies to the formation of a modern
educational environment, improving the professional competence of teaching
staff, and developing an inclusive approach in education. Among the positive

4 Deputies ratified the agreement on the establishment and functioning of the CIS Network
University [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/deputaty-
ratifitsirovali-soglashenie-ob-uchrezhdenii-i-funktsionirovanii-setevogo-universiteta-sng-420406-
2020/

4 Congress of Teachers and Education Workers of the CIS Member States [Electronic resource]. -
2021. - URL: https:/cis.minsk.by/page/show?id=7774
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trends of this period is the "intensification of interaction between CIS countries
on the basis of bilateral and multilateral agreements on education"**
particular, over the past period, Belarusian state bodies in the field of education
concluded 10 agreements and treaties on cooperation, including an agreement
with the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Tajikistan on
cooperation in the field of secondary vocational education.

. In

Among other projects implemented by the Belarusian side in the period
between the congresses, we should mention a few more. In terms of the
implementation of modern approaches in education, Belarus published a series
of manuals "Competency Approach" for grades 1-9 for all curricula. In 2019,
the scientific research "Development of scientific and methodological support
for the formation of supraprofessional competences of specialists for
innovative industries in the process of continuous vocational education" was
carried out. Speaking about the formation of common approaches to assessing
the results of competence-based education and the development of state and
independent systems of education quality assessment, 'we note that the World
Bank project "Modernisation of Higher Education in-the Republic of Belarus"
planned to create a new national agency for quality assurance of education and
join the European Association of Quality Assurance Agencies. And at the
beginning of December 2021, "the Government agreed the establishment of
the National Agency for Quality Assurance of Education by the Ministry of
Education"* .

In order to develop digital infrastructure and technologies in the field of
education management, Belarus has been developing a unified information and
educational resource for software and methodological support of the
educational process, and on 1 September 2020 the resource "Profile Education”
for educational and methodological support for the study of academic
disciplines at an advanced level in the 10th grade began to function. With
regard to preschool education, Belarus is developing tools for assessing its
quality in the context of the competency-based approach, as well as scientific
and methodological support for the development of a national system for
assessing the quality of education at the preschool, general secondary and
special education levels. It is envisaged that, taking into account the results

4 CIS countries intend to intensify co-operation in the educational sphere [Electronic resource]. -
2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/strany-sng-namereny-aktivizirovat-
vzaimodejstvie-v-obrazovatelnoj-sfere-467074-2021

4 The National Agency for Quality Assurance of Education will be created in Belarus [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/natsionalnoe-agentstvo-po-
obespecheniju-kachestva-obrazovanija-sozdadut-v-belarusi-473393-202 1
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obtained, a national system for assessing the quality of preschool education
will be established in the country by 2030.

With regard to support for programmes for the additional education of
children and young people, in Belarus they are implemented in the following
profiles: technical, sports and technical, tourism and regional studies,
ecological and biological, physical culture and sports, artistic, socio-economic,
social and pedagogical, cultural and leisure, military and patriotic, natural and
mathematical, and social and humanitarian. A special type of educational
institution, the National Children's Technopark, is being set up to work with
gifted children and young people on a systematic basis. The integration of
education and science in the CIS has been actively pursued over the past three
years, including through co-operation between scientific institutions and
universities. For example, Belarusian participants have been particularly
effective in interacting and will continue to expand these partnerships with
institutions and organisations in Azerbaijan, Russia and Uzbekistan within the
framework of agreements on scientific, scientific-technical and innovation
cooperation.

The resolution adopted by the 6th Congress outlines a detailed
programme of actions to develop the common educational space of the
Commonwealth, where much attention is paid to the issues of international
cooperation. In particular, it provides for "expanding the range of educational,
including joint, programmes for the development of import and export of
educational services in-the CIS member states"*® . All this will make it possible
to form a common educational space here at all levels: preschool, school,
secondary and higher professional, postgraduate and academic.

46 Resolution of the VI Congress of Teachers and Education Workers of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (28-29 October 2021, Dushanbe) [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: https:/e-
cis.info/cooperation/3173/96167/
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Commonwealth of Independent States:
Towards the First Forum of Regions

In December 2021, the 10th meeting of the Council for Interregional and
Cross-Border Cooperation of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
was held to discuss preparations for the first CIS Regions Forum. Due to the
current unfavourable epidemiological situation, it was decided to hold it in
2022. The draft programme of the forum envisages four panel sessions, an
exhibition of agricultural products and achievements of the CIS regions. The
sessions are planned to consider the development of co-operation ties between
the regions in industry, transport and transit, agriculture and entrepreneurship.
The focus of attention of the Council participants on this topic is explained by
the fact that "it is interregional cooperation that is the basis for further
development of mutual trade, entails cooperation in the market of production,
investment and labour resources"*’ . Such figures show how relevant this issue
is for the Republic of Belarus. Belarusian regions today have more than 800
documents on cooperation in trade, economic,’ scientific, technical and
humanitarian spheres with partners in the CIS countries, the foreign trade
turnover with which in January-October 2021 increased by another 36 per cent
and came close to forty billion dollars. This co-operation is now developing
particularly actively with the regions of Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

In particular, Russia accounts for about 80 per cent of all interregional
cooperation documents, and one of the most successful forms of developing
these partnerships has been the holding of bilateral regional forums. In 2021,
the eighth such forum was held, during which $800 million worth of real sector
contracts were signed, facilitated by the fact that "about 80 regions are involved
in this interregional cooperation on the Russian side"*® . One of the leaders in
this regard on the Russian side is Moscow. In the first ten months of 2021, the
trade turnover of the Republic of Belarus with it grew by 27 per cent and
exceeded $3.7 billion with a positive balance of more than $1.2 billion for the
Belarusian side. This was due to supplies of cars, leather shoes, non-alloyed

47 Strahar: interregional co-operation is the basis for the development of mutual trade in the CIS
[Electronic  resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/strahar-
mezhregionalnoe-sotrudnichestvo-javljaetsja-bazisom-dlja-razvitija-vzaimnoj-torgovli-v-sng-
474946-2021/

48 Zaleskii, B.L. From the forum of regions - to the expansion of cooperation / B.L. Zaleskii //
Materials of the XVII International scientific and practical conference "Proceedings of academic
science - 2021", August 30 - September 7, 2021: Sheffield. Science and education LTD. - C. 16.
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steel bars, railway and tramway freight cars, cheese and cottage cheese,
hosiery, dried, salted and smoked fish, butter, furniture and its parts. It is also
a fact that "about 20 per cent of the Russian capital's food imports come from
Belarus, especially dairy products. <...> A lot of Belarusian-made motor
vehicles are used by the city municipal structures and services, the population
especially appreciates modern environmentally friendly electric transport..."*
. It should be assumed that all these positive trends will be maintained and
continued in the new programme of cooperation between the parties for 2023-
2025, which will be developed in 2022.

As for Kazakhstan, the regions of this country interact with Belarusian
partners within the framework of about 20 documents on interregional
cooperation. A good example in this regard is demonstrated by the Kostanai
and Grodno regions, which signed a roadmap of cooperation for 2022-2023 at
the end of September 2021. For the Belarusian region, this Central Asian
country is one of the five largest foreign economic partners, with trade turnover
with it having increased one and a half times over the past five years. At the
same time, "now Grodno Region supplies its products to 13 regions of
Kazakhstan. Among the main commodity items are meat and dairy products,
woodworking and machine-building products. In the first six months of 2021
the export of goods to Kostanay region totalled $3.1 million"*° . It should be
assumed that the adoption of the road map, which deals with intensification of
cooperation in investment.and trade and economic spheres, as well as in
agriculture, tourism, culture, health care, education, will give new impulses to
this interaction and will lead to new deliveries of products of Grodno
enterprises and possible organisation of joint assembly production in Kostanai
region.

The capital cities of Minsk and Bishkek continue to be the flagships in
the development of co-operation between the regions of Belarus and
Kyrgyzstan. In November 2021, the twin cities reached new practical
arrangements in the implementation of partnership ties. The fact is that today
the Kyrgyz capital needs about 1,200 units of urban public transport. Both gas-
fuelled buses and electric buses. And a number of Minsk enterprises have
already expressed their readiness to provide the necessary assistance to their

4 Industry, transport, humanitarian sphere: the directions of cooperation between Belarus and
Moscow  were discussed in  Minsk [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
https://www.belta.by/society/view/promyshlennost-transport-gumanitarnaja-sfera-v-minske-
obsudili-napravlenija-sotrudnichestva-belarusi-s-474907-2021/

0 Grodno and Kostanay regions signed a roadmap for the development of co-operation [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/dorozhnuju-kartu-po-razvitiju-
sotrudnichestva-podpisali-grodnenskaja-i-kostanajskaja-oblasti-462339-2021/
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partners from Bishkek. Especially since there "recently appeared a few
watering cars produced in Belarus™! , which were liked by the capital's
residents. As a result, Minsk discussed not only the supply of certain types of
equipment from the Belarusian capital, but also the creation of joint ventures
in Bishkek to service and equip them. In this regard, we would like to remind
that "an assembly plant for BELARUS tractors has already been set up in
Bishkek. Machines for the needs of the municipal sector can be assembled
there as well. The site is ready, there are qualified specialists and a service
centre. In order to launch production, it is necessary to resolve issues related
to the supply of components"? .

In 2021, partnership ties between the regions of Belarus and Uzbekistan
developed in an interesting way. In particular, in May, the Belarusian Gomel
and Uzbek Navoi regions outlined the main areas of bilateral cooperation in
trade and economic and investment, education, tourism, and agriculture, as
well as in the functioning of technology parks and the creation of favourable
conditions for the development of the IT industry. These agreements were a
logical continuation of the agreement on cooperation in trade-economic,
scientific-technical and humanitarian spheres, which the two regions signed in
2019 at the First Forum of Regions of Belarus and Uzbekistan. Now Gomel
and Navoi regions have expressed their intention to significantly intensify their
partnership ties.

Gomel residents are also-developing co-operation with other Uzbek
partners, cooperation agreements with whom were signed at the First Forum
of Regions of the two countries. Thus, in July 2020, an online forum of
representatives of business circles of Gomel and Fergana regions was held.
Among the participants from the Belarusian side were such business entities
as OJSC "Managing Company of Gomel Meat and Dairy Company Holding",
GU "Gomeloblprom", OJSC "Trading House "Sozh". The participants of the
online forum constructively considered "issues of bilateral cooperation in
terms of trade in fruit and vegetables, textile, meat and dairy products,
construction materials, agricultural machinery and equipment. The parties also
discussed the possibility of opening a trading house of the Fergana region in

51 Mayor of Bishkek: we are interested in the purchase of Belarusian equipment [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/mer-bishkeka-my-zainteresovany-
v-zakupke-belorusskoj-tehniki-469870-2021/

52 Bishkek plans to purchase from MTZ machinery for street cleaning [Electronic resource]. - 2021.
- URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/bishkek-planirujut-zakupit-u-mtz-tehniku-dlja-
uborki-ulits-470601-2021/
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Gomel"™? . In particular, one of the major exporters of fruit and vegetable
products in Fergana region - Uz-Segang JV LLC - proposed cooperation with
partners in Gomel region in the form of creating a single distribution centre for
Uzbek vitamin products. The Gomeloblprom State Institution made an offer to
the textile enterprise A. Akbarali Ltd. to establish supplies of Uzbek vitamin
products to Belarus. Akbarali to supply cotton yarn to the Belarusian region.

The third Uzbek partner of Homiel Region is Khorezm Region. The
cooperation agreement signed by the parties in July 2019 named "trade and
economic, scientific and cultural spheres, tourism, healthcare" among the
promising areas of interaction® . At the same time, the enterprise
"Gomselmash" concluded a co-operation agreement with the joint-stock
company "Urgenchkormmash" from the Khorezm region - a plant of forage
harvesters. All in all, in preparation for the First Forum of Regions of Belarus
and Uzbekistan, the companies of Gomel region signed contracts with Uzbek
partners totalling almost $1.5 million.

All these facts show that the Uzbek market is very promising for the
enterprises of Gomel region. In 2020, the trade turnover of the Belarusian
region with this Central Asian country increased by almost 65 per cent and
exceeded $17 million. "Polymers, dairy products, wallpaper, screws, hardware,
timber are exported to Uzbekistan. Among the exporters are KolorMaster
JLLC (polyvinyl chloride),, Svetlogorsk Welding Electrode Plant LLC
(mechanical devices, machine tools), Milkavita OJSC, Kalinkovichi Dairy
Plant UE (milk powder), SvetlogorskKhimvolokno OJSC (chemical
threads)"> .

Obviously, the already mentioned above First Forum of Regions of
Belarus and Uzbekistan, which took place in Minsk in July 2019 and opened
"new horizons of cooperation in such areas as industrial cooperation, agro-
industrial complex, food industry, as well as in cultural, humanitarian,
information and communication and scientific spheres"*® . More than 200

53 Uzbek companies are interested in co-operation with partners from Gomel region [Electronic
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representatives of such regions as Andijan, Bukhara, Jizzak, Namangan,
Samarkand, Khorezm, Fergana and Tashkent provinces took part in the forum
from the Uzbek side alone. The fact that 26 direct agreements between the
regions were adopted at this forum speaks for its effectiveness. In addition to
three documents of Gomel region, agreements on cooperation in trade-
economic, scientific-technical and humanitarian spheres were signed by then
regions: Grodno region - with Samarkand and Andijan regions, Vitebsk region
- with Namangan region, Brest region - with Bukhara and Syrdarya regions.
Similar documents were signed between Mabhiliou and Andijan and Dzhizak
voblasts. Minsk Regional Executive Committee agreed on co-operation in the
social sphere with Tashkent region. An action plan for 2019-2020 to
implement the agreement between the Tashkent khokimiyat and the Minsk
City Executive Committee on trade, economic, scientific, technical and
cultural co-operation was signed"’ .

The growing importance of Uzbek partners for the Belarusian regions as
a whole is evidenced by such figures already in 2021. At the end of the first
quarter, the volume of mutual trade between Belarus-and Uzbekistan increased
by another quarter and totalled $67.5 million. An important detail: "Exports of
Belarusian goods during this period increased by 37.4% and totalled $58.7
million <...>. The balance of foreign trade in goods was positive for Belarus
and totalled $49.8 million"*® . This was due to an increase in supplies of chilled
and frozen beef, medicines and polymers, tractors and lorries to the Uzbek
market. It would have been extremely difficult to achieve such results without
the keen involvement of the Belarusian regions.

Tajikistan is also one of those countries in Central Asia whose trade and
economic relations with the regions of which the Republic of Belarus has been
developing particularly intensively over the last year and a half. Thus, if in
2020 the volume of mutual trade between them increased "almost threefold
and exceeded $111 million" , then only in January-August 2021 trade
turnover came close to the mark of $110 million, "including Belarusian exports

7 Package of interregional agreements on co-operation signed at the I Forum of Regions of Belarus
and Uzbekistan [Electronic resource]. - 2019. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/paket-
mezhregionalnyh-soglashenij-o-sotrudnichestve-podpisan-na-i-forume-regionov-belarusi-i-
356632-2019/

58 Trade turnover between Belarus and Uzbekistan increased by 25.3% to 67.5 million in the I quarter
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-$107.5 million"%° . Such supplies from Belarus as tractors and tractor-trailers,
sugar, cars designed to transport ten or more people, petroleum products,
insulated wires, cables, stationery made of paper and cardboard, tyres played
their determining role in achieving these figures. The fact that there are already
"about 20 dealers of Belarusian manufacturers" in Tajikistan speaks volumes.
We are talking about the assembly of tractors, machinery of Bobruiskagromash
and Gomselmash. Joint projects in the dairy industry are also being prepared"®!
, in each of which the interaction of specific regions of the two countries should
play a decisive role.

It should be recalled that the topic of intensifying interregional
cooperation was discussed back in April 2021 at the 14th meeting of the
intergovernmental Tajik-Belarusian commission on trade and economic
cooperation, where "topical issues of interaction in industry and production
cooperation, agriculture and transport, health care and education, investment
and information technology" were considered® . An important detail: today
such regions of Tajikistan and Belarus are developing trade-economic,
scientific-technical and cultural ties within the framework of signed co-
operation agreements as: Sughd region - with Vitebsk, Minsk and Mogilev
regions, Khatlon and Gomel regions, the cities of Minsk and Dushanbe,
Khujand and Mogilev, Yavan and Uzden districts.

One of the most active participants in Belarusian-Tajik interregional
cooperation is Minsk Region, whose foreign trade turnover with Tajikistan
more than tripled to over USD 22 million in the first eight months of 2021. The
key role in achieving such indicators was played, among other things, by the
implementation of the cooperation agreement with Sughd Region, signed in
2014. At the same time, the parties are not going to stop at what has been
achieved, outlining new plans for mutually beneficial partnerships. In
particular, at the meeting of the heads of the regions A. Turchin and R.
Ahmadzoda in early November 2021, they discussed a number of new
promising areas of cooperation. One of the obvious priorities is the Belarusian
light industry, for which Tajik cotton can become a raw material. In this regard,

®  Trade and economic co-operation [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
https://tajikistan.mfa.gov.by/ru/bilateral relations/belarus_tajikistan/trade_economic/
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Belarus was also interested in establishing joint ventures for cotton processing
in Tajikistan. As for the Tajik partners of the Belarusian capital region, they
are interested "in supplying vegetables and fruits to Belarus, as well as
receiving quality Belarusian potato seeds. Within 3-4 years the region plans to
increase the volume of potato production up to 1 million tonnes"®* . In general,
the parties expect to expand bilateral ties very seriously in the near future. This
is evidenced by the fact that at a business meeting held in November 2021,
"representatives of more than 30 Tajik and Belarusian enterprises held talks on
possible co-operation in machine building, healthcare, woodworking, food and
processing industries"* . The memorandum of co-operation between the cities
of Zhodino and Gulistan, signed in November 2021, should also contribute to
the expansion of co-operation between the two regions.

Mogilev region intends to actively develop partnership relations with
Sughd region. The parties signed a co-operation agreement in 2017. And in the
three quarters of 2021, the trade turnover between them increased by almost a
third. And in this case we are talking about an active search for new
opportunities for co-operation. One of the priorities is the creation of joint
productions. Given the fact that Mogilev is home to the largest Belarusian
textile producer, OJSC Mogotex, there is a serious interest in cotton supplies
from Tajikistan. And the Tajik partners, who annually increase the area of
cultivation of this crop, also have theirown interest: to organise a joint venture
with the Belarusian side to process cotton. "This will make it possible to create
several thousand new jobs here [in Sughd Oblast]"® . OJSC "Mogilevliftmash"
is also planning to set up joint production of lifts in the Tajik region. And this
is only a part of the proposals voiced in November 2021 at the business meeting
of the parties in Mogilev, within the framework of which a cooperation
agreement was signed by the Mogilev branch of the Belarusian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the
Sughd region. Besides, "OJSC "Mogilev plant "Strommashina" and CJSC
"Nord Asia Metal" agreed to sign an agreement of intentions on the
implementation of the project on manufacturing and supply of technological

9 Cotton, fruit, potato seeds: Minsk region plans to increase co-operation with Tajikistan [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/regions/view/hlopok-frukty-semena-kartofelja-
minskaja-oblast-planiruet-naraschivat-sotrudnichestvo-s-tadzhikistanom-467756-2021/
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equipment for the production of asbestos-cement sheets"®® . And
representatives of other Mogilev enterprises from a number of industries have
established contacts for trade in finished products and raw materials. And this
is encouraging.

As we can see, the ties between the regions of the post-Soviet countries
are gradually being filled with concrete projects, stimulating today the
integration processes in the Commonwealth and demonstrating the relevance
of holding the First Forum of Regions of the CIS countries in 2022.

% Mogilev branch of the Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Chamber of
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Eurasian Economic Union: focus on international
cooperation

In early October 2019, a meeting of the Supreme Eurasian Economic
Council was held in Yerevan, where the leaders of the five member states of
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) discussed the issues of economic
interaction, financial policy, energy, as well as the main areas of international
activities and development of cooperation with third countries. Noting the
serious intensification of interaction between this integration association and
such international formats as the Commonwealth of Independent States, the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, President Lukashenka drew attention to the fact that "in order to
expand the international agenda of the Eurasian Economic Union, it is
necessary to pay special attention to the countries of the 'far arc', where our
goods and services are still little recognised"®’ .

It should be recalled that by the time of the -meeting of the Supreme
Eurasian Economic Council in Yerevan, the EAEU already had a free trade
zone with Vietnam. The agreement on its creation was signed by the parties
back in May 2015, and the document came into force in October 2016. In order
to adapt the national economies of the EAEU countries to the free trade regime
with Vietnam, transitional periods of five to ten years were established for
certain goods, during which there would be a gradual reduction in the rates of
import customs duties. And as of 2017 alone, the Eurasian Economic Union
has "zeroed import duty rates for Vietnam with respect to 43% of the total
number of tariff lines of the Single Customs Tariff (SCT of the EAEU). Within
10 years, duty-free import of goods into the common union market for
Vietnamese exporters will expand to cover 90 per cent of the positions of the
EAEU CCT"$8 .

And in June 2019, the parties have already started discussing
opportunities to expand trade and economic co-operation, as the free trade zone
agreement quickly proved its effectiveness. "Already in the first full year of
the agreement - 2017 - the increase in trade turnover was 36 per cent ($5.6
billion). At the same time, Union exports to Vietnam increased by 40 per cent

7 Participation in the meeting of the Supreme Eurasian Economic Council [Electronic resource]. -

2019. - URL: http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/uchastie-v-zasedanii-vysshego-
evrazijskogo-ekonomicheskogo-soveta-22132/
% EAEU free trade zone Vietnam [Electronic resource]. - 2018. - URL:
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(from US$1.6 billion to US$2.3 billion) and imports of goods from Vietnam
by 35 per cent (from US$2.7 billion to US$3.7 billion)."®® . In 2018, the
existing trend continued. Perhaps also for this reason, the Vietnamese economy
grew by more than seven per cent in 2018, a record high since 2008, with a
trade surplus of more than seven billion dollars and foreign investment
attracted of 19 billion dollars. At the same time, as Vietnamese researchers
note, "it is not only Russia that benefits from the agreement: Belarus is also
launching more and more joint ventures in Vietnam"”® . In particular, a project
for the production of trucks of Minsk Automobile Plant is being implemented
in Hung Yen province within the framework of the joint venture MAZ Asia.
And in the same province, work is underway to set up a joint venture to produce
dairy products from Belarusian raw materials. That is why, at the June (2019)
talks with the Eurasian Economic Commission, the Vietnamese side said it
would like to maximise relations with the EAEU and consider all opportunities
to boost cooperation, including in the areas of financial and tourism services.

Apparently, the positive example of developing relations between the
EAEU and Vietnam played no small part in-the fact that on 1 October 2019,
an agreement on the establishment of a free trade zone between the Eurasian
Economic Union and Singapore was signed in Yerevan within the framework
of the Supreme Eurasian Economic Council. This document provides for
Singapore to grant duty-free access for all goods from the EAEU countries -
Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Armenia. Similar commitments
- on duty-free access for Singaporean goods - have been assumed by this
integration association. In addition, the signed agreement fixed the obligations
of the parties to comply with: international standards in licensing procedures;
prohibitions and quantitative restrictions; technical regulation of sanitary and
phytosanitary norms; transfers and payments for the supply of products; fees
associated with the passage of procedures at the border; application of anti-
dumping, countervailing and special protective measures. It also formulates
"significant groundwork for improving the quality and development of co-
operation in such areas as e-commerce, ecology, countering anti-competitive
practices, transparency in public procurement, protection of intellectual
property rights, which is especially relevant when discussing issues of

% EAEU and Vietnam discussed opportunities to expand trade and economic co-operation
[Electronic resource]. - 2019. - URL: http://www.eurasiancommission.org/ru/nae/news/Pages/13-
06-2019-4.aspx
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technology transfer"”! . Interestingly, work on the agreement lasted more than

two years. In signing it, the Singaporean side emphasised the prospects of the
Eurasian market - "it is a large market at the crossroads of Europe and Asia. It
has a huge potential for economic growth, especially in the areas of logistics
and digital. All these are areas of interest for Singapore"’?, so the creation of
a free trade zone "will contribute to the development of industry in the EAEU
member states, investment, establishing contacts between people, business
representatives"”

In the second half of October 2019, Moscow hosted a meeting of the
Eurasian Intergovernmental Council, during which the heads of government of
all five member states of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) focused their
attention on the development of sectoral areas of cooperation, as well as on
strengthening the organisation's position in the international arena, stressing
that "international cooperation holds a special place in the development of
Eurasian integration"” . And, indeed, in October 2019 alone, this Eurasian
integration structure made a number of concrete steps to develop interaction
with states located both in Europe and Asia.

In particular, the same meeting of the Eurasian Intergovernmental
Council saw the signing of the Agreement on Free Trade Zone between the
EAEU and Serbia, which, according to the parties, should give new impetus
to the expansion of trade and economic cooperation between its participants.
It should be recalled that Belarus, Russia and Kazakhstan already had bilateral
free trade agreements with Serbia before this document. Nevertheless, the new
agreements with the Serbian side, firstly, "open a fundamentally new market
for Armenia and Kyrgyzstan - with immediate duty-free access to the vast
majority of export goods, and, secondly, create new export opportunities for
producers of Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia"” . At the same time, the parties

! Pivovar, E. The EEC told the details of the agreement on free trade zone with Singapore / E.
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to the agreement receive economic benefits not only in the short term in the
form of immediate savings in customs duties on existing exports, but also in
the medium term in terms of realising export opportunities while expanding
the free trade regime. In addition, the document guarantees stability,
predictability and transparency of trade relations, as well as the fulfilment of
obligations to comply with international standards in terms of licensing
procedures, prohibitions and quantitative restrictions, technical regulation,
sanitary and phytosanitary measures, application of anti-dumping,
countervailing and special protective measures, and protection of intellectual
property rights.

Another example of the EAEU's expanding international cooperation
concerns Iran, whose interim agreement leading to the creation of a free trade
zone was signed back on 17 May 2018 and entered into force on 27 October
2019. This document "provides for limited commodity coverage, but includes
virtually all major products, which account for 55 per cent of the EAEU's total
exports - agricultural and industrial groups of goods. <...> Preferential import
coverage accounts for 49 per cent of Iran's total supplies to the EAEU"7® . More
specifically, the list of goods for which exporters of the EAEU countries,
including Belarus, received preferences includes meat and oil and fat products,
certain types of confectionery ;and chocolate, electronic and mechanical
equipment, as well as metals and cosmetics. It is also important that the parties
will now have to ensure most-favoured-nation treatment for all goods traded
between the EAEU andIran. And all fees related to the import of goods should
no longer exceed the cost of services rendered for customs clearance. And
unreasonable tariffs, which restrict trade, should no longer be applied to goods
that are listed in the agreement. In addition, welcoming any co-operation with
the EAEU in the banking, financial and investment spheres, the Iranian side
proposed to create a working group for the development of joint economic
projects, the potential of which could be very extensive. For example, "Iranian
ports in the Caspian Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf, railways and
roads on the territory of the country and a secure environment make it possible
for neighbouring countries to transit goods through Iran"”’ .

76 Pivovar, E. Temporary agreement on free trade zone between the EAEU and Iran entered into
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Finally, on the day of the meeting of the Eurasian Intergovernmental
Council - 25 October 2019 - the Agreement on Trade and Economic
Cooperation between the EAEU and China, signed on 17 May 2018, entered
into force. Let us immediately stipulate that this document is not a free trade
agreement, as its provisions do not provide for the reduction or elimination of
import customs duties. The purpose of the agreement is different: "to increase
the transparency of regulatory systems, simplify trade procedures, and develop
co-operative ties"’® . In particular, the document establishes a much higher
level of transparency of the parties' systems of sanitary and phytosanitary
measures and technical regulation. In the area of customs procedures, the
agreement contains an agreement on the release of goods without unreasonable
delays, with the designation of accelerated customs clearance of perishable
goods. It also provides substantial guarantees for Belarusian, Russian, Kazakh,
Kyrgyz and Armenian exporters with regard to the protection and defence of
intellectual property rights. For Belarus, which is currently in the process of
accession to the World Trade Organisation, this document is also important
because it establishes in its relations with China "legal guarantees for the
implementation of key WTO principles"” .

In accordance with the development strategies of the EAEU member
states, the priorities of co-operation with China are industry and agro-industrial
complex. With this in mind, the parties have identified three most important
areas of co-operation: 1) creation of'a common digital space; 2) localisation of
technologies; 3) effective cooperation in the scientific, technical and
innovation spheres. In order for all these areas to be successfully implemented,
the EAEU is now creating an industrialisation map, which will "identify those
areas where attracting foreign investment and technology will be most
appropriate"®’ . At the same time, the creation of common digital platforms and
solutions will eliminate barriers to the movement of goods, services, capital
and data. The key competences on the basis of which this industry of the future

8 The heads of government of the EAEU countries adopted a joint statement with China on the
occasion of the entry into force of the Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation between the
EAEU and the PRC [Electronic resource]. - 2019. - URL:
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will be formed include electric transport, additive manufacturing, and
unmanned technologies.

As for the second area of cooperation between the EAEU and China, an
important strategic task is to ensure the transition from localisation of
production to localisation of competencies, where the starting point should be
the forecasting of the EAEU's unique competitive advantages in the global
arena, which can be realised through the creation of technology parks, clusters
and technology platforms. It should be noted that the first steps in this direction
have already been taken. For example, Belarus, together with China, has
already implemented a project to create the Great Stone industrial park, which
in 2019 received the status of a territorial special economic zone, which gave
the residents of the industrial park the maximum possible customs advantages
in this integration association in the post-Soviet space, and where the volume
of investment in projects is already more than one billion dollars.

In Russia, the Haier industrial park opened in Naberezhnye Chelny in
August 2019 at the Chinese side's encouragement, as well as a smart factory
for the production of washing machines, which will also produce refrigeration,
freezing and kitchen equipment, and TV sets using smart technologies. In
Kazakhstan, under a contract with China National Chemical Engineering
Company, an integrated gas-chemical complex, Kazakhstan Petrochemical
Industries, is being built to produce half a million tonnes of polypropylene a
year, and production of polyamide materials from grain using Chinese
technology will also be-established. Speaking about strengthening scientific
and technical cooperation, it is worth emphasising the EAEU's interest in
cooperation with China in the agricultural sector, in the introduction of
advanced agricultural technologies and innovations, as well as in terms of
energy efficiency and productivity of processing industries.

Another important aspect of the topic under consideration is that from 1
January 2020 the Republic of Belarus will become the chair of the Eurasian
Economic Union, and from 1 February of the same year the Belarusian
representative will head the Eurasian Economic Commission. The Belarusian
side intends to use these formats of activity "to give a new impetus to
integration processes and to form common policies by the member countries"s!
. In particular, to ensure that producers from the EAEU member countries

81 Grishkevich, A. Belarus as the chairman of the EAEU will seek to create a full-fledged economic
union - Ministry of Foreign Affairs / A. Grishkevich // [Electronic resource]. - 2019. - URL:
https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belarus-kak-predsedatel-v-eaes-budet-dobivatsja-sozdanija-
polnoformatnogo-ekonomicheskogo-sojuza-mid-366038-2019/
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receive the most favourable conditions when exporting their products to
foreign markets, and consumers - safe, high-quality and inexpensive goods, the
Union plans to "accelerate the signing of an agreement on the procedure and
conditions for the elimination of technical barriers to mutual trade with third
countries, which will establish an effective mechanism to ensure barrier-free
movement of goods in the EAEU and third countries"®? . In fact, as early as
autumn 2019, the EAEU has already started a new cycle of forming a list of
priority countries with which this integration association will conclude free
trade area agreements. In particular, procedures to this effect with Israel are
being finalised, "at the beginning of the next [2020] negotiations with India.
There is another list of 12 states with which we would like to work in

approximately 2-3 years. This list can be supplemented by other countries"®® .

Indonesia, one of the key economies in the Asia-Pacific region, is
among the states with which the EAEU is going to conclude a free trade
agreement in the future. In October 2019, the Eurasian Economic Commission
signed a memorandum of co-operation with the government of this country.
This document is expected to help build an effective infrastructure for the
development of trade and economic co-operation. On its basis, the parties have
already established a working group, the first meeting of which will be held in
the first quarter of 2020 in Moscow and which will focus on "issues of
supranational competence of the EEC, such as trade facilitation, customs and
technical regulation, development of financial markets"®* . It should also be
noted that the Eurasian Economic Commission already interacts with the
governments of such countries as Peru, Mongolia, Cambodia, Morocco,
Jordan, Faroe Islands, Cuba Thailand, Bangladesh, Moldova in the form of
memoranda, and with the government of Greece in the format of a declaration.

This list also includes such a South American country as Chile, with
which the Eurasian Five have significantly expanded their co-operation in
recent years. In particular, in 2018, trade turnover between the parties grew by
almost a third to $1.2 billion. "At the same time, exports of EEAS countries to

82 Pivovar, E. EEC proposes to accelerate the signing of an agreement on the procedure for removing
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Chile increased by 54.8 per cent, imports - by 28.7 per cent"®® . A free trade
agreement between the EAEU and Chile could open up a lot of opportunities
for Belarus, as currently the Belarusian-Chilean trade turnover is only about
ten million dollars, of which 90 per cent is the supply of goods from this South
American country. The reason for this phenomenon lies in "the presence of
some problems with duties, which are still significantly higher for Belarusian
goods than for other foreign products entering Chile"3¢ .

Another country with which negotiations on the creation of a free trade
zone have already entered an active phase is Egypt. This African state will be
the first to have a joint industrial infrastructure with the EAEU, the creation of
which will "become a window for the countries of the integration association
to promote our industrial products in Africa and the Middle East"® .
Apparently, the memorandum of understanding signed on 24 October 2019
between the Eurasian Economic Commission and the African Union
Commission, according to which "the parties intend to cooperate in
infrastructure and agriculture, trade, investment and business development,
regional economic integration and other-areas of mutual interest"s®
accordance with this document, a co-operation plan will be developed with a
focus on activities for the business communities of the parties. In the language
of numbers, the prospects for this co-operation look very impressive. After all,
the African Union is an international intergovernmental organisation uniting
55 states of the "black" continent with a population of about one billion people.
The EAEU's trade turnover with them has grown almost 2.7 times since 2010,
reaching $21.7 billion at the end of 2018. At the same time, more than 80 per
cent of the Eurasian Five's exports go to just five African countries - Algeria,
Egypt, Morocco, Nigeria and Tunisia. So the reserves for the development of
partnership ties here are truly considerable.

. In
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Eurasian Economic Union: focus on long-term priorities

The Republic of Kazakhstan, which holds the presidency of the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) in 2021, guided by the long-term development
priorities of this international organisation, has outlined five main areas of its
activities in the year of its presidency:

1) give a new impetus to industrial co-operation in the form of joint
ventures in industry, agro-industry and services;

2) eliminate remaining barriers to mutual trade between the member
countries of this integration formation at the central, regional and municipal
levels;

3) harness the potential of cross-border transport arteries and logistics
hubs to build trust across the Eurasian continent;

4) to make comprehensive digitalisation a driving force for the
development of the economies of the member states of the Union, giving
qualitative acceleration to the introduction of digital technologies in industry,
agriculture, transport;

5) expand access to foreign markets, "more actively develop trade and
economic relations with third countries and integration associations"®’ .

The effective and full implementation of the Strategic Guidelines for the
Development of Eurasian Economic Integration until 2025, adopted by the
heads of the EAEU member states at the meeting of the Supreme Eurasian
Economic Council in December 2020 and published in January 2021, will
contribute to the fulfilment of these tasks. This document contains 330
measures and mechanisms to develop cooperation, grouped into 11 system
blocks, the implementation of which by 2025 should lead to the achievement
of such results as:

1) completion of the formation of a common market for goods, services,
capital and labour;

2) increasing the efficiency of regulation of the common market of the
EAEU;

8 Address of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Kemelevich Tokayev to
the Heads of the Member States of the Eurasian Economic Union [Electronic resource]. - 2021. -
URL: http://www.eurasiancommission.org/ru/nae/news/Pages/18-01-2021-1.aspx
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3) transfer to a qualitatively higher level of customs regulation and
administration;

4) ensuring guarantees of quality and safety of goods;
5) formation of the EAEU digital space;

6) Establishment of mechanisms for targeted economic development
assistance;

7) building a management system for joint co-operation projects,
development of high-performance sectors;

8) stimulation of scientific and technological progress;
9) increasing the efficiency of the EAEU institutions;

(10) Launching co-operation mechanisms in the fields of education,
health, tourism and sports;

11) establishment of the EAEU as one of the most significant
development centres of the modern world.

In order to realise these strategic ‘directions, "it will be necessary to
conclude 13 international treaties, adopt more than 60 regulatory legal acts,
and introduce about 25 amendments-and additions to the Treaty on the EAEU
and national legislation" . It is assumed that all these measures will help to
increase by 2025 only non-resource exports to third countries from the EAEU
states by a quarter. This can be achieved if we follow the path of creating joint
Eurasian companies ‘to mutually complement each other and produce
competitive products. So far, "there are 17.5 thousand joint ventures in the
EAEU, including 2.4 thousand in Belarus. The EAEU is interested in
implementing investment projects with a total estimated cost of about $200
billion"*! .

Another important segment of FEurasian integration is the
implementation of digital projects, as the process of integrating digital
technologies into all aspects of activity is now a key condition for progress.
The Republic of Belarus is going to play not the least role in this in the EAEU,
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where sufficient infrastructural groundwork for digital transformation has
already been created, where the largest IT cluster in Eastern Europe - the High
Technology Park - has been functioning for quite some time. "In 2020, its
exports exceeded $2.5bn - that's more than 20% of Belarus' total exports of
services"” .

At the Digital Almaty Forum 2021 international forum held in February
2021, the Belarusian side named the Eurasian Development Bank's project
"Travelling without COVID" as one of the joint digital projects in the EAEU
that were actually implemented in the interests of the population. At the same
time, the attention of the forum participants was drawn to the fact that other
projects on the EAEU digital agenda are stalled. Few tangible results, including
economic ones, have been achieved in three years. This is why the
implementation of the digital agenda in the Union has not yet led to the
development of national segments. In this regard, it is now very important to
set specific tasks, identify the executors, develop clear rules for the information
architecture, and synchronise the pace of work bothiin the EAEU member
states themselves and at the integration level, so that; as a result, digitalisation
will bring the real sector of the economy to a new level in the first place. In
fact, Kazakhstan, which will chair the EAEU in 2021, is demonstrating just
such an approach in this matter. Suffice(it to say that the project initiated by
Kazakhstan to create wholesale and distribution centres, as well as the full-
fledged launch of the ecosystem of digital transport corridors, proposed by
Belarus together with its partners in the union, are now among the priorities in
the union. In addition, one of the joint projects could be a "smart city", as all
major cities in the EAEU have the same tasks of managing lighting, traffic
flows, electricity, water and heat supply. According to the Belarusian side, "all
these tasks can be solved with the help of multifunctional digital platforms"®
, but this will require a lot of concerted work to produce a powerful synergistic
effect.

Another of the most important areas of development of the Eurasian
Economic Union for the next five years should be the intensification of
economic cooperation with foreign countries and international organisations,
which will allow for coordinated work on the conjugation of integration
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processes in the Eurasian space, including economic interaction "within the
framework of the idea of the Greater Eurasian Partnership"®* . Recall that the
idea of forming a Greater Eurasian Partnership, proposed in 2015 by the
Russian side, is a network of dialogues between key players in Eurasia, not
only among the largest national economies, but also regional economic
associations linked by a flexible system of international legal norms, transport
and logistics, energy, telecommunications and financial infrastructures, joint
projects and institutions. This large-scale concept, which has already been
called the most ambitious integration project of the current century, implies the
implementation of a number of basic principles that distinguish it from other
Eurasian unification plans.

First of all, it does not pretend to compete with other regional integration
structures, but only develops them for the future unified Eurasian economic
mechanism. The Greater Eurasian Partnership "does not act as a unification of
the Eurasian East against the European West"® . It is assumed that the
implementation of this project, whose participants are already characterised by
differences in models of social, political and economic development, will not
impose a single set of values on anyone, but will only create the most
comfortable conditions for all participants, not dividing them into leaders and
outsiders, but providing for a variety of flexible forms of involvement of
individual countries in the partnership. It is expected that the Greater Eurasian
Partnership will affect not only the economy, but also other spheres of
interaction - science, education, culture, humanitarian sphere, as well as in
parallel will contribute to strengthening food, energy and continental security,
addressing such global problems as climate change, combating pandemics,
migration. Another distinctive feature of this project should be the very
principle of implementation - "bottom-up", in which the foundation of the
project will be formed by specific agreements between regional integration
associations and individual countries. In particular, the planned pairing of the
Eurasian Economic Union with China's One Belt, One Road initiative fits very
harmoniously into this scheme. And not only that.

Thus, as early as the East Asia Summit held in November 2020, it was
stated that the further development of various integration projects in the Asia-
Pacific region will only contribute to the strengthening of economic

94 Strategic directions for the development of Eurasian economic integration until 2025. - M., 2020.
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cooperation. In this regard, such "regional and subregional associations as the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the Eurasian Economic Union, and
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation can interact in the interests of the entire

region, harmoniously and effectively complement each other"* .

"In turn, Kazakhstan, which will chair the EAEU in 2021, declaring its
approach to the consistent expansion of access to foreign markets, active
development of trade and economic relations with third countries and
integration associations, focused its attention not only on systematic work to
establish an equitable, mutually beneficial and pragmatic dialogue between the
EAEU and the European Union and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), but also on the fact that "an effective strategy of interaction
with the new EU and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
will have to be developed.

Indeed, in mid-November 2020, an agreement was signed at the ASEAN
summit to form potentially the world's largest free trade bloc between the ten
countries of this association (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam) and the five leading
economies of the Asian region - Australia, China; Japan, New Zealand, South
Korea and Vietnam. This agreement "brought together countries with a
combined gross product approaching $26' trillion (one-third of global GDP)
<...>and a population exceeding 2.2 billion"*® . It is clear that the development
of mutually beneficial interaction with such a major partner in the global arena
can become a powerful impetus for the EAEU to become one of the most
significant development centres of the modern world.

The Central American Economic Integration Subsystem, which was
formed in October 1993, could also soon become a promising partner of the
Union. Its members are such countries of the region as Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, El Salvador and Guatemala. In February 2021,
the Eurasian Economic Commission and the Secretariat for Economic
Integration in Central America (SIECA), which is the technical and
administrative body of the Subsystem, signed a memorandum of understanding
between the two organisations aimed at intensifying trade and economic
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cooperation between the parties in such areas of interaction as mutual trade,
technical regulation and standardisation, industry and agro-industry,
macroeconomics, to share experience, develop recommendations, and promote
cooperation between the two countries. The EAEU believes that "Central
American countries have great potential for increasing co-operation. The
signing of the memorandum is the first step to intensify trade and investment
co-operation and, in the long term, to integrate into global value chains <...>.
Since 2015, mutual trade turnover has increased by 22.6 per cent"®’ . In order
to practically implement the provisions of the memorandum, the parties will
soon form a joint working group.

Another country of the American continent with which the EAEU's
interaction will be significantly intensified in 2021 is Cuba, with which a
memorandum of understanding was concluded back in 2018 and which was
granted the status of an observer state to the EAEU at the meeting of the
Supreme Eurasian Economic Council in December 2020. Many facts show that
the level of development of trade and economic co-operation between the
parties to the memorandum has serious potential for growth. In particular, "at
the end of 2019, the EAEU's trade turnover with Cuba totalled $214.7 million,
including exports - $197.1 million -and imports - $17.6 million. In 2018, a
record level of trade turnover between the EAEU and Cuba was recorded since
2010 - $417.5 million"!%

Continuing the topic of the EAEU's bilateral format of international
cooperation, we note<that in fulfilment of the tasks set out in the Strategic
Guidelines for the Development of Eurasian Economic Integration until 2025,
the Eurasian Economic Commission is now doing the necessary work to
conclude agreements on the creation of free trade zones with a number of other
countries. In Asia, among the states interested in developing full-scale co-
operation with the EAEU is Iran, with which an interim agreement leading to
the formation of a free trade zone was signed in May 2018 and entered into
force in October 2019. In December 2020, the heads of the EAEU member
states decided to start negotiations on an agreement to establish a free trade
area with Iran by October 2022. Already in February 2021, the participants in
these negotiations focused their attention on transport and logistics projects
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that could "have a positive impact both on the growth of trade turnover between
the EAEU countries and Iran and on increasing the level of transport
connectivity of the entire large Eurasian region"!! .

In 2021, the EAEU intends to establish interaction between business
circles and significantly strengthen trade and economic ties with such a South
Asian country as Bangladesh. A memorandum of co-operation with
Bangladesh was signed in 2019. The fact that the Bangladeshi economy "has
demonstrated significant growth over the past ten years, with GDP increasing
by 8% per year on average and even during the pandemic the growth rate was
5.6%"192 speaks of a rather high potential for the development of partnership
ties. And it is now important to identify where the two sides have mutual
interest and where trade diversification can be achieved. In addition, studies
on the prospects of forming free trade zones with Indonesia and Mongolia have
already begun. And in the first half of 2021, the negotiation process will
resume "with the largest economy in Africa - Egypt, as well as with India"!%* .

The EAEU is also expected to intensify its actions across the entire post-
Soviet space, as evidenced by the signing in February 2021 of the Action Plan
for 2021-2022 for the implementation of the memorandum on deepening
cooperation between the Eurasian Economic-Commission and the Executive
Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States, which envisages the
implementation of joint projects and the holding of joint events, including with
the participation of business communities. Recall that the memorandum signed
in 2018 provides for cooperation between the EAEU and the CIS "in the areas
of customs regulation, traceability and labelling of goods with means of
identification, public procurement, consumer protection, digital economy, tax
policy and administration, foreign trade, competition policy and antimonopoly
regulation, as well as sanitary, veterinary-sanitary and quarantine
phytosanitary measures"!** . And in bilateral terms, the EAEU is very
interested in Uzbekistan's proposal to jointly build the Trans-Afghan railway.
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This is explained by the fact that "in 2020, the volume of railway transit
through the states of the Union in the direction from Asia to Europe and back
increased by more than 60%, and the efficiency of transport has significantly
increased. This shows the prospects of this direction and the need for concerted
efforts"!® . In other words, by contributing to the concept of transport
connectivity in Greater Eurasia, the implementation of this project will allow
both the EAEU member states and Uzbekistan to improve the competitiveness
of their enterprises and the efficiency of trade, as well as to create new jobs.
This is the orientation towards long-term priorities in the Eurasian Economic
Union.
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Eurasian Economic Union:
To build on already established co-operation
mechanisms

The Strategic Guidelines for the Development of Eurasian Economic
Integration until 2025, approved in December 2020, include among the main
tasks the further development of the contractual and legal framework of the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) with third countries and their integration
associations on the creation of preferential trade regimes for the development
and comprehensive deepening of trade and economic cooperation. In fact, the
intensification of economic cooperation with foreign countries and
international organisations over the next five years should become one of the
most important areas of the EAEU, which "will make it possible to carry out
coordinated work on the issues of interfacing integration processes in the
Eurasian space"!'% .

In December 2021, the meeting of the Supreme Eurasian Economic
Council approved the main directions of the EAEU's international activities for
2022, which include the development of already established mechanisms of
cooperation with third countries, regional integration associations and
international organisations, as well “as identifying potentially promising
partners. In particular, "the priority for the EAEU in 2022 will be cooperation
with the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), the European Union
(EU), the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum..."!”” | At the same time, the international activities of this
association will be focused on solving such urgent tasks of Eurasian economic
integration as the development of exports, transport and energy infrastructure,
industrial cooperation, introduction of new technologies, as well as creating
conditions for joint entry of member states' enterprises into the markets of third
countries, including the states of Southeast Asia, the Middle East, the Indo-
Pacific region, North Africa, and Latin America.
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In 2022, the presidency of the EAEU passed to Kyrgyzstan, which
intends to focus primarily on achieving the goals laid down in the strategic
directions of Eurasian economic integration until 2025. '®An undoubted
priority in this regard is international cooperation, which "it is important to
develop both the dialogue format of cooperation and trade and economic
relations with third countries by signing trade agreements in order to enter new
promising markets..."'” , so that producers from the countries of this
integration entity, including Belarus, "receive the most favourable conditions
when exporting their products to foreign markets, and consumers receive safe,
high-quality and inexpensive goods" xml-p

It should be recalled that by the beginning of 2022, the EAEU had
already concluded preferential agreements on the creation of free trade zones
(FTZs) with Vietnam, Serbia, Singapore, and a temporary agreement with Iran.
An agreement on trade and economic co-operation with the People's Republic
of China has also entered into force. As for the search for potential partners,
"negotiations on the establishment of FTAs with Egypt and Israel are at an
active stage, work is underway to prepare the first round of negotiations with
India, and negotiations have begun to prepare for a full-scale free trade
agreement with Mongolia and Indonesia"''’ . And intensive work continues on
identifying new partners and negotiating appropriate agreements with them.

Thus, in December 2021, following the second forum "Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU)-Latin America and the Caribbean (LACB):
Removing Barriers and Building Bridges for Business Cooperation", the
Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) signed a joint statement with the
Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American Economic System, in which the
parties reaffirmed their commitment to developing and strengthening
comprehensive cooperation, noting the strategic importance of relations
between the two regions. It should be noted that for the EAEU, the Latin
American and Caribbean region is strategically important. This is evidenced
by the fact that the dynamics of trade between the parties "reached its

108 Zalesky, B.L. Vectors of Eurasian integration - Indonesia, Chile, Egypt/ B.L. Zalesky // Materialy
XV Mezinarodni vedecko-prakticka konference "Vedecky prumysl evropskeho kontinentu - 2019".
Volume 6: Praha. Publishing House "Education and Science". - C. 11.

109 Address by President Sadyr Zhaparov to the Heads of the EAEU Member States on the occasion
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URL: https://eec.eacunion.org/news/obrashhenie-prezidenta-sadyra-zhaparova-k-glavam-
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lokdaunov-i-snizhenija-eksportnoj-aktivnosti-predstavitel-mid-o-vneshnetorgovoj-477276-2021/
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maximum value in 2018 - $17.6 billion". US DOLLARS. The main article of
imports remains agricultural goods, fruits and nuts, oil seeds and fruits, meat
and fish. EAEU countries in turn export fertilisers, ferrous metals, mineral
fuels, cereals and other goods to the LACB"!!! . Recently, co-operation in such
spheres as pharmaceuticals, machine building, information and
communication services has been growing. Bioengineering, green
technologies, services, including tourism and education, could become new
areas of co-operation. Among the main reasons for the still insufficient level
of trade and economic co-operation, the joint statement pointed out "the low
level of awareness of the subjects of economic relations about the needs and
opportunities of business in the EAEU and LACB countries, <...> the lack of
modern trade and economic agreements between the countries and integration
associations of the EAEU and LACB"!'? . As a result, an agreement was
reached to move from agreeing on general areas of co-operation to substantive
negotiations with the involvement of interested business representatives.
Among the possible areas of co-operation were the post-wild and green
economies, economic methods of combating climate change, ensuring
sustainable and inclusive growth, and expanding the participation of small and
medium-sized enterprises in foreign trade.

A kind of complement to the development of relations with the LACB
will apparently be the plan of joint actions until 2025 with Cuba, signed by the
EAEU in December 2021, which covers 34 areas of co-operation. For Cuba,
this document is important in the context of the implementation of the country's
National Plan for Economic and Social Development until 2030 and the
Economic and Social Strategy to stimulate the economy and overcome the
global crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. At the same time, "the Cuban
side showed particular interest in strengthening sectoral dialogue, in particular,
in the areas of technical regulation and regulation of the circulation of
medicines in the EAEU"!!3

Other international organisations with which the EAEU plans to
intensify mutually beneficial cooperation in the near future include the

" EAEU and Latin American countries intend to reach pre-crisis trade indicators by the end of 2021
[Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://eec.cacunion.org/news/eaes-i-strany-latinskoj-ameriki-
namereny-vyjti-na-dokrizisnye-pokazateli-torgovli-po-itogam-2021-goda/

12 ECE and the Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American Economic System announced the
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2021. - URL: https://eec.cacunion.org/news/eek-i-postoyannyj-sekretariat-latinoamerikanskoj-
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International Sugar Organisation (ISO), which currently unites 87 countries
and promotes international cooperation in sugar production, consumption and
circulation. In December 2021, the ECE and ISO signed a Memorandum of
Understanding, which defines the main areas and activities of cooperation to
bring the two organisations to "the horizon of practical interaction <..> to
develop effective measures for the development of a common market for sugar
and sugar-containing products"!'* .

If we talk about the development of EAEU co-operation with partners
on different continents, at the end of 2021, its structures were particularly
active in co-operation with such Asian countries as China, Iran, Mongolia and
Bangladesh. Thus, in December 2021, at the 2nd meeting of the Joint
Commission on the implementation of the Agreement on Trade and Economic
Cooperation between the EAEU and the PRC, it was noted that the volume of
mutual trade in 2021 will exceed the pre-pandemic level and reach a record
$165 billion, demonstrating the high intensity and mutual complementarity of
trade ties. Discussing the progress in preparing a roadmap for the
implementation of the agreement between the EAEU and the PRC, which came
into force in 2019, the parties highlighted the development of digital transport
corridors as the main section of this document, as "the digitalisation of rail
transport can have a cumulative effect"'" . The issues of green trade and green
investment were not left aside, where the Chinese side proposed to strengthen
interaction between the PRC and the EAEU on the global climate agenda, as
well as the prospects for cooperation in three areas that "relate to the issues of
smart customs, smart customs borders and smart interconnectivity"!!® . At the
same time, the Chinese side expressed its willingness to share its experience in
implementing the concept of "three intelligent spheres", which is based on the
modern technological mode with the use of new methods, systems and
equipment, with the aim of intelligent customs control and management.

As for Iran, the temporary free trade agreement with Iran entered into
force in October 2019. Thanks to this document, "the list of goods for which

114 ECE and the International Sugar Organisation signed a Memorandum of Understanding
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exporters of EAEU countries, including Belarus, received preferences includes
meat and oil and fat products, certain types of confectionery and chocolate,
electronic and mechanical equipment, as well as metals and cosmetics"!'” . In
December 2021, this interim agreement was extended until 2025. The past two
years have shown that the interaction between the parties is developing
exclusively on an upward trajectory. Thus, in the first half of 2021, "exports of
the Union's member states increased by almost 47% to $1.35 billion, while
imports increased by 34% to $825 million"!!® | which indicates great prospects
for this co-operation.

Another promising EAEU partner in Asia is Mongolia, a memorandum
of co-operation with which was signed back in 2015. In December 2021, the
4th meeting of the joint working group on interaction between the EEC and the
Mongolian government was held, at which it was noted that in 2020 the volume
of mutual trade between the parties totalled $1.5 billion. And "in the first nine
months of the current [2021] year, trade turnover between the EAEU countries
and Mongolia increased by 23 per cent, while the potential of mutual trade is
clearly not fully utilised"!!? . In order to maintain this positive dynamics, it was
decided to update the plan of joint measures for the implementation of the
above-mentioned memorandum until 2025." As a key reserve for the
development of trade and economic ties, the parties identified the activation of
contacts between business circles and business associations. And for this
purpose, a business forum will be held in Ulaanbaatar in 2022 at the suggestion
of the Mongolian side.

Also in December 2021, the 1st meeting of the Joint Working Group on
ECE engagement with the Government of Bangladesh on the implementation
of the Memorandum of Cooperation signed in May 2019 was held. It noted
that trade volume between the two sides has grown six times in the last ten
years. In 2020, its growth continued by another 11 per cent to more than two
and a half billion dollars. And "in January-September of this [2021] year, the
EAEU's trade turnover with Bangladesh increased one and a half times - to

117 Zalesky, B.L. Vectors of Eurasian integration - Serbia, Iran, China / B.L. Zalesky // Materialy
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$2.2 billion. USD"?® . As a real task, the parties are now considering
increasing this indicator to three billion dollars. There are reserves for this:
agricultural products, machinery, equipment, vehicles, pharmaceuticals, as
well as other types of products with a relatively high share of added value.

Among the international organisations with which the EAEU plans to
actively develop cooperation in 2022 is the European Union (EU). In
particular, it is a question of developing a dialogue between the Eurasian
Economic Commission (EEC) and the European Commission (EC), including
interaction with specialised EU bodies, "in the areas of technical regulation,
application of sanitary and veterinary measures, circulation of medicines and
medical devices, competition, certain aspects of trade policy, as well as in other
areas of the Union's activities"!?! .

The relevance of the EAEU's European vector of international
cooperation is already explained by the fact that "the European Union
continues to be the key trade and economic partner of the Eurasian Economic
Union, occupying 35.5% of EAEU imports"!?? . EU member states are the
main buyers of goods exported from Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Armenia. In 2021, trade turnover between them grew by another 40 per
cent or so and is "expected to reach about $330 billion. U.S."'?* . And this is
far from the limit if a number of pressing problems in trade between the parties
are resolved. Many of these were discussed in December 2021 during the 8th
round of the EEC and EC technical dialogue, in which the parties addressed
the difficulties faced by business. In particular, the conversation was about the
registration of medicines and medical devices in the EAEU countries, as well
as the validity of the technical regulation "On the safety of alcoholic
beverages". The topics of technical regulation in the field of railway transport
in the EU countries, e-commerce, development of the "single window"
mechanism as a tool to simplify trade procedures were discussed. An important
detail: convinced of the usefulness of the technical dialogue "both parties plan
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<...> to continue interaction in this format in 2022, as well as to consider the
possibility of holding specialized webinars on topical issues"!?* .

In the same December 2021 meeting with the Association of European
Businesses, issues related to free trade agreements, response to climate change,
labelling, e-commerce, rules for importing certain types of goods, and
determination of customs value were discussed in practical terms. At the
same time, a meeting was held in the EEC with the heads and representatives
of the Russian-German Foreign Trade Chamber, the Franco-Russian Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, the Association of Italian Industrialists in Russia,
the Working Group for the elaboration of the initiative to create a common
economic space from Lisbon to Vladivostok, where a wide range of issues of
relevance to European business communities were discussed, including "in the
areas of intellectual property, taxation, labour migration, regulation of the
circulation of medicines and pharmaceuticals".

Among the individual EU member states with which the EAEU intends
to seriously intensify co-operation in the near future is Portugal. In November
2021, the 4th Russian-Portuguese Innovation Forum "New Opportunities and
Challenges in Innovation" addressed the issues of promoting high-tech
products and facilitating the diversification of trade and economic ties between
the EAEU and Portuguese-speaking -countries. It was emphasised that
"business circles in Portugal and Portuguese-speaking countries are building
their commercial strategies taking into account the factor of Eurasian economic
integration and the opportunities associated with it"!26 . As a result, the forum
participants were able to consider promising cooperation projects in such areas
as information and communication technologies, bioenergy, agriculture,
healthcare, transport infrastructure, and interregional cooperation. German
business, whose representatives attended a seminar held by the EEC in
September 2021, can be named among the promising EAEU partners in the
European direction. The exchange of views focused on such areas of
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interaction as "digital agenda, green economy, customs co-operation"'?’ . One
of the outcomes of this event was the consolidated opinion of its participants
on the importance of continuing the dialogue between the EAEU and German
business in various formats to promote mutual trade and facilitate foreign
economic activity of economic entities, as well as the creation of a dialogue
mechanism to resolve disputes.

It is clear that all these measures aimed at expanding foreign markets
and diversifying the exports of the EAEU member countries are extremely
important for Belarus, which is very actively involved in all the systematic
work on the creation of free trade zones with third countries and interaction
with international organisations.
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Belarus - Russia:
Regions expand partnership ties

The VII Forum of Regions of Belarus and Russia, held in September
2020, set the task to intensify joint activities of the parties in a whole range of
areas in politics, economy, social sphere, education, culture, and also
actualised "improvement of work in the media space and strengthening of

economic cooperation on an equal basis"!?® .

The Pskov Region, located in the North-Western Federal District of the
Russian Federation, is among the Russian regions where specific measures are
being taken today to achieve this goal in co-operation with Belarusian partners.
This is evidenced by the action plan for 2021-2023 signed in early December
2020 by the Government of the Republic of Belarus and the administration of
the Pskov region to implement the existing agreement between the parties on
trade, economic, scientific, technical and cultural cooperation. The adopted
joint document aims to return the partnership ties-of the Belarusian regions
with Pskov Oblast to the trajectory of sustainable growth. After all, so far
"trade turnover between Belarus and Pskov region in January-September 2020
amounted to $77 million and decreased by 17.3% compared to the same period
last year. The balance for Belarus is positive - $16.6 million"!?? .

It should be reminded that the basic agreement between the parties was
signed back in October 2000 It was later reinforced by more than 20 more
agreements between the municipalities of the Pskov Oblast and Belarusian
districts. This contributed to the fact that in 2017 the trade turnover between
the parties totalled almost $200 million, and "more than 100 enterprises with
Belarusian capital are registered on the territory of the region"'*’ . True, already
"in 2019 the trade turnover between Belarus and the Pskov region totalled $121
million and increased by 12% compared to 2018"!3! . Nevertheless, all these
facts allow the leadership of the Russian region to assert with good reason that
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"Belarus is our key foreign economic, foreign trade partner. This partnership
accounts for 35% of trade turnover"!*? .

The 3-year action plan for cooperation adopted in early December 2020
envisages the realisation of a large potential for cooperation in a wide range of
areas. In particular, this document "includes measures for the participation of
Belarusian enterprises in the construction of social facilities and housing
construction"!'3* . Here we are talking about the construction of housing estates,
as well as schools, kindergartens, hospitals with the help of credit resources of
the Development Bank of Belarus. The fact is that the parties already have a
good experience of cooperation in this area, as "the largest school in Pskov was
built by Belarusian construction organisations. And we are satisfied with this
experience, because the quality is very high"!** .

Another promising area of co-operation is providing this Russian region
with Belarusian passenger, cargo, road-building and municipal equipment. In
this respect, the Belarusian side proceeds from the understanding that "the
Pskov region is facing the issue of cardinal renewal of the fleet of city buses,
first of all in the capital of the region"!* /And already in September 2020 the
dealer of Minsk Automobile Plant won the tender for the supply of 11 buses of
extra-large and 6 - large capacity to Pskov. A pilot operation of a Belarusian
bus powered by gas motor fuel was successfully conducted there.

Investment co-operation between the parties should also receive
additional impulses for-development in the next three years. This will be
facilitated by the cooperation agreement signed in September 2020 between
the Belarusian National Agency for Investment and Privatisation and the
Investment Development Agency of the Pskov Region. In this document, the
parties agreed, in particular, to "create favourable conditions for mutual
attraction of investments, development and implementation of joint projects,
exchange information on business conditions, investment opportunities and
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proposed projects, as well as take joint participation in thematic seminars,

conferences, forums and other investment-oriented events"'3 .

Finally, another new vector of co-operation, which will be developed in
the near future, is in the field of education. We are talking about the fact that
Belarus is starting to train medical personnel for the Pskov Oblast. In this
regard, "an agreement on co-operation and strategic partnership has been
signed between Pskov State University and three higher education institutions
of Belarus"!¥’ . The relevance of this topic for the Russian region can be
expressed by one figure: the deficit of medical personnel in the Pskov region
today is almost 50 per cent. So the assistance of Belarusian partners is more
than necessary here and now.

Another interesting example of developing ties with Belarusian partners
in the same Northwestern Federal District is shown by the Leningrad Region.
In March 2021, the ninth meeting of the joint commission for the development
of cooperation between the Leningrad Region and the Republic of Belarus took
place, at which the parties signed a new Agreement on cooperation in trade and
economic, scientific and technical, and socio-cultural spheres. Recall that the
interaction of this Russian region with the Belarusian side began in 1997, when
framework co-operation agreements were signed with four regions in Belarus
- Minsk, Gomel, Vitebsk and Mogilev. "A year later, the agreements were
already signed by the governments of the Leningrad Region and the Republic
of Belarus. These documents became the basis for the establishment and
development of mutually beneficial ties in the following years"!38 .

For a long time, the key area of cooperation between the region and the
republic in terms of the intensity of interaction has remained the sphere of agro-
industrial complex, where agro-enterprises traditionally maintain close ties and
co-operation with the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus has been
established. An interesting fact: "About 20 per cent of spring grain crop seeds
in the Leningrad Region are sown with varieties developed by Belarusian
breeders <...> At the same time, the cultivated varieties from year to year show
high performance in all parameters, proving the high level of breeding
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development in Belarus"'® . In this regard, the demand for Belarusian seed

from the agrarians of the Russian region continues to grow.

According to the results of 2019, the Leningrad Region became 11th
among Russian regions in terms of trade turnover with Belarus, which then
amounted to about $600 million. True, in 2020, for known reasons of
epidemiological nature, it has slightly decreased: in the first half of the year -
about 280 million dollars. That is why in September 2020, at a high level, the
parties decided to "update the programme of cooperation between Belarus and
the Leningrad Region and set clear and specific objectives"'*? . And in 2020,
the Russian side increased purchases of Belarusian forestry equipment and
started buying heavy road machinery. Moreover, for 2021 in the budget of the
region is planned to buy more than a hundred units of such equipment. "Urban
transport is also of interest to the Leningrad region. The company "Piteravto"
plans to make a large purchase - up to 1.5 thousand combined buses. The first
hundred buses will be purchased already in the first quarter of 2021"!4!

As for the new cooperation agreement signed in March 2021, it focuses
the parties' attention on such an important area as ecology, including
Belarusian technologies and equipment for water treatment, as well as waste
recycling. The fact is that the Russian region is considering the possibilities of
partnership with the Belarusian side in terms of the choice of technologies for
the construction of enterprises, for the recycling of household waste, relying on
the experience of the Brest region. Suffice it to say that "within the framework
of the federal project"Clean Water" 13 water treatment plants of Belarusian
production have already been installed in the Leningrad region, and now 9
more water treatment plants and 4 modular treatment facilities (sewage
treatment plants) are being installed. In the period of 2021-2022 it is planned
to purchase 108 water treatment plants and 31 wastewater treatment plants of
Belarusian production for the amount of 1.65 and 2.40 billion Russian rubles
respectively"'*? . In addition, the Action Plan for cooperation in trade,
economic, scientific, technical and cultural areas for 2021-2023, signed at the
ninth meeting of the joint commission, provides for "increasing supplies of
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public transport using various types of fuel, road-building, municipal and
agricultural machinery to the Leningrad Region from Belarus, as well as
supplies of breeding stock, fertilisers, machine-building and woodworking
products to Belarus"!** .

The planned expansion of co-operation between the region and the
republic over the next three years may also be augmented by the intensification
of co-operation between the parties at the municipal level. According to the
Committee for External Relations of the Leningrad Region, partnership or
twinning relations have already been established between such districts as: 1.
Volosovsky and Logoisky (2010); 2. Volkhovsky and Mozyrsky (2006); 3.
Vyborgsky and Rechitsa (2011); 4. Gatchinsky and Nesvizhsky (2010); 5.
Kingiseppsky and Svetlogorsky (2010); 6. Kirovsky and Myadelsky (2013); 7.
Lomonosovsky and Baranovichi (2008); 8. Luzhsky and the city of Bobruisk
(2017); 9. Luzhsky and Gorodoksky (2014); 10. Podporozhsky and Miorsky
(2017); 11. Priozersky and Mogilevsky (2006); 12. Slantsevsky and Shklovsky
(2018); 13. Tikhvinsky and Dzerzhinsky (2009); 14. Tosnensky and
Rogachevsky (2010); 15. Tosnensky and - Polotskiy (2010); 16.
Shcheglovskoye Rural Settlement and Vileysky District (2012); 17. The towns
of Kommunar and Svetlogorsk (2007); 18. Sosnovoborsk Urban District and
Ostrovets District (2012, 2016).

As we can see, the potential for co-operation between the Leningrad
Region and the Republic of Belarus is already considerable. It only needs to
be updated to the maximum extent possible in all areas of mutual interest in
accordance with the plans adopted by the joint commission. And then the
results that the parties are counting on will not be long in coming.

In the Siberian Federal District, Tomsk Region has seriously intensified
its interaction with Belarusian partners. In December 2020, the first meeting
of the working group on cooperation between the Republic of Belarus and this
Russian region was held, at which the parties agreed to focus on expanding
trade turnover, to consider opportunities for the production of new products,
including innovative products, as well as the opening of joint ventures of
different forms of ownership. Especially since "there are a large number of
growth points for the development of co-operation in terms of meeting the
needs for raw materials, components, finished goods, and natural resources"'**

143 Belarus and the Leningrad region signed an agreement on co-operation [Electronic resource]. -
2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belarus-i-leningradskaja-oblast-podpisali-
soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-434519-2021/

144 Belarus is ready to co-operate with Tomsk Oblast in economic, humanitarian and scientific
spheres - Khudyk [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL:
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. In addition, it is planned to strengthen contacts and expand co-operation in
the field of science, education and culture. This is discussed in the updated plan
of joint activities for 2021-2023, which the Tomsk side submitted to the
Belarusian partners for approval.

It should be reminded that the Agreement on Trade, Economic,
Scientific, Technical, and Cultural Cooperation between the Republic of
Belarus and Tomsk Oblast was signed in 2016 at the plenary session of the
Third Forum of Regions of Belarus and Russia. In this document, which gave
new impetus to the bilateral interaction between the republic and the region,
the parties identified the main priorities of joint work in a very wide range of
areas, relying on the existing experience of interaction. And very soon the
concrete results of the implementation of this agreement appeared.

Thus, "the Agrarian Centre of Tomsk region signed a number of
cooperation agreements with the Scientific and Practical Centre of the National
Academy of Sciences of Belarus on Agricultural Mechanisation, Grodno State
Agrarian University and Belarusian State Agrarian Technical University"!* .
The National Research Tomsk State University, National Research Tomsk
Polytechnic University, Tomsk University of Control Systems and
Radioelectronics, Tomsk Scientific Centre of the Siberian Branch of the
Russian Academy of Sciences became participants of joint projects with
Belarusian partners related to fundamental and applied research, as well as the
development of academic mobility among undergraduates and teaching staff.

In particular, within the framework of the Union State's Pramen
programme, scientists from the Tomsk Institute of Atmospheric Optics of the
Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences and specialists from the
Institute of Physics of the Belarusian Academy of Sciences jointly developed
special complexes for monitoring the state of the atmosphere, which allow not
only to determine the distance to any object, but also to scan the composition
of the atmosphere along the way. Thus, there is no need for sampling and
analyses, as the data immediately appear on the operator's monitor. Another
interesting project is the joint work of scientists from the National Research
Tomsk Polytechnic University and the Belarusian State University "on the
development of nanocomposite coatings resistant to radiation effects, which
are intended for use in nuclear reactors. The results of the research may be in

https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belarus-gotova-k-sotrudnichestvu-s-tomskoj-oblastjju-v-
ekonomicheskoj-gumanitarnoj-i-nauchnoj-sferah-421752-2020/

145 Tomsk region has good opportunities for expanding economic ties with the Republic of Belarus
[Electronic resource]. - 2018. - URL: https://tomsk.er.ru/activity/news/u-tomskoj-oblasti-est-
horoshie-vozmozhnosti-dlya-rasshireniya-ekonomicheskih-svyazej-s-respublikoj-belarus

61



demand in other areas where operation in extreme situations is expected: for

example, in space, in steam turbines of thermal power plants"!4® .

The partnership relations between this Russian region and the Belarusian
manufacturer Amkodor are developing very effectively in line with the signed
agreement. In June 2016, the Tomsk region approved a medium-term
cooperation plan to expand the supply of its machinery. And today, this
equipment is used in this Russian region in municipal services and forestry. In
particular, in December 2017, Verkhneketsky leskhoz purchased a logging
complex, which began to be used in selective and clear sanitary felling as part
of the execution of state assignments. "This is the third logging complex that
Amkodor has supplied to the forestry enterprises of the region. By the way, it
will now be easier to service this equipment, as the company opened its own
branded service centre in the region in the summer of 2017"147

All these facts show that the basis for cooperation between the Republic
of Belarus and the Tomsk region is not bad, but it needs to be developed, since
so far mutual trade accounts for an insignificant share in the total volume of
their foreign economic activity - just over $10 million for 10 months of 2020.
The Tomsk side expects to emphasise the development of partnership ties in
such areas as "crop and livestock farming, hunting and fishing, industry and
consumer market, ecological and rural tourism, additional professional
education and advanced training, use, of IT systems for state and municipal
needs, support for innovative entrepreneurship"'*® . The Belarusian side sees
prospects in supplying a wide range of export goods - buses, trucks, municipal,
road-building, logging, agricultural machinery, food, light industry and agro-
industrial complex products. In short, the potential for partnership between the
parties is very solid. And this inspires optimism that the plans adopted at the
first meeting of the working commission to expand cooperation between the
Republic of Belarus and the Tomsk Oblast will be successfully implemented.

Speaking about Belarusian partners in the Siberian Federal District, we
should recall Irkutsk Region, where the Agreement on Trade, Economic,
Scientific, Technical, Cultural, and Humanitarian Cooperation was signed in

146 Technologies and innovations in the cooperation of the regions of the Union State as an impetus
for the development of Eurasian integration: information-integration project / co-authored,
interviewed : B. Zaleskii, M. Valkovski, A. Greshnikov. - Minsk: Biznesofset, 2017. - C. 202.

147 Priority directions of regional co-operation development as a key factor of union building:
information-integration project / compiled by, interviewed by: K. Gusev, B. Zalessky. Gusev, B.
Zalessky. - Minsk: Biznesofset, 2018. - C. 345.

148 Tomsk region and Belarus agreed to expand cooperation [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL:
https://tomsk.sm.news/tomskaya-oblast-i-belarus-dogovorilis-rasshirit-sotrudnichestvo-42561-
u3t5/
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December 2016. At the same time, the first meeting of the working group
formed from representatives of the parties was held to prepare a roadmap - the
Action Plan for 2017-2019 - for the implementation of the signed agreement
in order to rapidly increase trade and economic cooperation. The fact is that
2016 highlighted a serious problem in the development of partnership ties
between Belarus and the Irkutsk Region - the trade turnover between the
parties has almost halved. And this is despite the fact that in 2015 the mutual
trade indicator was the highest for five years - $115 million. This gave the
parties a reason to outline the main task for the near future in a very simple
way: "Belarus and the Irkutsk Region of Russia should find reserves to increase
mutual trade"'* .

139t is worth recalling that in the pre-crisis period, the trade and
economic interaction between the parties was carried out in a fairly wide range
of areas, including the creation of a system of business cooperation using
modern information technologies and electronic systems, expansion of the
product range of mutual supplies, the establishment of service and repair
centres for Belarusian-made machinery in the Irkutsk region, the organisation
and holding of joint trade fairs and exhibitions, as well as the establishment of
a joint trade fair and exhibition events.

In their search for new reserves of trade and economic cooperation, the
parties decided to rely on the existing achievements. Firstly, the Belarusian
side proposed to make more active use of its export potential in Priangarie,
where there are still significant prospects for supplying quarry, truck and other
specialised equipment, as well as loaders for coal and other mineral deposits
in the Russian region. After all, Belarus is well aware that the Irkutsk region is
one of the leaders in Russia in terms of mining, so the quarry equipment of the
Belarusian Automobile Plant for the mining enterprises of the region would be
very useful. Besides, the Minsk Automobile Plant was already "ready to meet
the needs of the region in passenger vehicles using gas motor fuel"'>! . At the
same time, the Belarusian side offered such attractive financing schemes for
its export supplies as leasing, budget subsidies, and preferential lending, which
may also apply to the latest Belarusian novelties in the form of innovative

149 Negotiations with the Governor of the Irkutsk Region Sergey Levchenko [Electronic resource]. -
2016. - URL: http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/peregovory-s-gubernatorom-irkutskoj-
oblasti-sergeem-levchenko-15007/

150 Common Economic Space: integration of regions: inform.-integ. project / compiled by,
interviewed by: B. Zalessky, M. Valkovsky, A. Mostovoy. - Minsk: Biznesofset, 2013. - C. 118.

151 Andrei Kobyakov met with the Governor of the Irkutsk region [Electronic resource]. - 2016. -
URL: http://www.government.by/ru/content/6866
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urban electric transport - electric buses and trolleybuses with autonomous
running.

Second, an important section of the roadmap for cooperation between
Belarus and the Irkutsk Region was to be production cooperation not only with
defence industry companies. In this respect, the attention of Belarusian
manufacturers was attracted to the territory of advanced socio-economic
development "Usolye-Sibirskoye" created in the Russian region, which has a
special tax regime and where assembly production of Belarusian tractors could
well appear. All the more so because "large areas of unused arable land in the
Irkutsk Oblast are planned to be put into agricultural turnover. For this project,
the Russian region is resuming programmes on leasing and investment
projects. This should contribute to the growth of sales of tractor equipment"!>?
. The parties also mentioned agriculture, construction, logging, and water
resources as other areas for intensifying co-operation. In total, this list includes
more than a dozen promising areas of joint activity, which, to all appearances,
will be supplemented. In particular, we are also talking about co-operation
between scientific institutions, primarily those related to agriculture, as well as
in the tourism sector. All these facts spoke about the seriousness of the parties'
intentions to bring partnership ties to a qualitatively new level. And, it must be
said, today these plans are gradually taking real shape.

In March 2021, the Irkutsk Region and Minsk Tractor Plant agreed to
supply more than 160 Belarusian tractors to this Russian region. They are
expected to significantly replenish the fleet of BELARUS-branded machinery,
which is already close to ten thousand machines in demand in the Priangarie
region in the agricultural and municipal sectors. As part of further expansion
of this cooperation, the Belarusian side also announced the possibility of
"transfer of forest and special machines for experimental operation in the
organisations of the region. This type of machinery has not been supplied to
the region before. The possibility of purchasing equipment for volunteers
involved in extinguishing forest fires is under consideration"!** . In addition,
the leaders of the Russian region and the Belarusian company have already
discussed the issue of establishing a specialised service and technical centre in

152 Assembly production of BELARUS tractors may appear in the Irkutsk region [Electronic
resource]. - 2016. - URL: http://www.belta.by/economics/view/sborochnoe-proizvodstvo-traktorov-
belarus-mozhet-pojavitsja-v-irkutskoj-oblasti-222392-2016/

153 Trkutsk region will purchase more than 160 BELARUS tractors [Electronic resource]. - 2021. -
URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/irkutskaja-oblast-priobretet-bolee-160-traktorov-
belarus-433486-2021/
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the region, which would allow for prompt and cheap repairs of tractor
equipment from Belarus.

Recall that the Irkutsk Region and Minsk Tractor Plant signed a
cooperation agreement in September 2020. At that time, the Russian region
made a proposal "to set up several maintenance stations in the Irkutsk region
so that it would be possible to repair Belarusian machinery, including major
repairs"!* . Especially since the region, as noted above, has territories of
advanced socio-economic development with benefits, as well as a surplus of
labour force. In March 2021, representatives of MTZ have already visited the
site proposed by the Irkutsk side for the organisation of overhaul and repair of
BELARUS machinery in order to make a concrete decision on all components
of the implementation of this joint mutually beneficial project.

Note that back in November 2018, the parties agreed to establish and
develop joint ventures in different areas. "Especially in those areas that the
region is rich in. This is the timber processing complex, machine building,
aircraft construction"'® . In September 2020, the Belarusian side also
announced its readiness to participate, on an equal footing with other
manufacturers in tenders for the supply of cargo, forestry, passenger,
municipal, road-building equipment for the implementation of large-scale
infrastructure projects in the Irkutsk region. And among the promising areas of
cooperation she noted "co-operation in the forestry sector, in the field of
environmental protection and natural resources, in processing municipal waste
and providing clean drinking water to the population"!*® .

The intensification of cooperation between the Republic of Belarus and
the Irkutsk Region five years ago had a positive impact on bilateral trade.
Suffice it to say that in 2016-2019, the volume of trade turnover between the
parties increased more than fourfold and showed a record level of $284 million
at the end 0f 2019. The basis of Belarusian exports to Priangarie then was made
up of supplies of wires, fluorides, trucks, tyres, parts for cars, rolling stock,
paints, varnishes, lifts, milk, cream. For the first time in 2019, special purpose
vehicles and X-ray equipment were sent to the Irkutsk region from Belarus.

154 MTZ and Irkutsk region concluded a co-operation agreement [Electronic resource]. - 2020. -
URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/mtz-i-irkutskaja-oblast-zakljuchili-soglashenie-o-
sotrudnichestve-408690-2020/
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And in 2020, two new shops of Belarusian products - "Traditions and Tastes"
- were also opened there. This is largely due to the fact that a variety of
Belarusian goods and products have been presented in the retail market of the
region in recent years. Among them are "heavy-duty automobile, passenger,
trailer and truck crane equipment and spare parts of Belarusian manufacturers
MAZ and MTZ, women's clothing - Belarusian knitwear, cosmetics, food
products - cheese, dairy, meat, fruit and vegetable products"'>” .

But the decline in economic activity caused by the epidemic of
coronavirus infection led to the fact that in 2020 "based on the results of
January-October, trade turnover decreased 2.1 times"'*® . That is why in
December 2020, at the meeting of the working group on cooperation between
Belarus and the Irkutsk Region, the parties decided to focus their efforts on
restoring the volume of mutual trade in 2021. The development of co-operation
in the industrial sector and the forestry industry, as well as agriculture and agro-
industrial complex were named as the most promising areas. In addition,
"Belarusian mining equipment, <...> quarry equipment, public transport,
electric vehicles, and various types of transport on-gas motor fuel" may be of
interest in this Russian region'*® . As we can see; the parties have opportunities
for successful solution of the task. Let us hope that they will be fully utilised
in the near future.

157 Priority directions of regional co-operation development as a key factor of union building:
information-integration project / compiled by, interviewed by: K. Gusev, B. Zalessky. Gusev, B.
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Belarus - Russia:
Orientation towards mutually beneficial co-operation

The results of the first two months 0f 2021 show that trade and economic
ties between Belarus and Russia continue to develop along a steady growth
trajectory. Thus, "the turnover of Belarusian-Russian foreign trade in goods
and services totalled $5.3 billion in January-February 2021, having increased
by 11.9% compared to the same period of 2020. Exports of goods and services
to Russia totalled $2.3 billion (up 2%)"!° .

Among Belarusian companies that feel confident on the Russian market
is Minsk Motor Plant (MMZ), which doubled its exports to Russia in the first
quarter of 2021. The main consumers of its products in the neighbouring
country are enterprises in Kursk, Moscow, St. Petersburg, Nizhny Novgorod
and Yaroslavl regions, the Republic of Bashkortostan and the Republic of
Mordovia. In order not to lose the momentum in exports, "during 2021, Minsk
Motor Works will continue to develop its distribution network in Russia in two
areas: engines and spare parts for them, as well as special equipment. Exports
of products are planned to increase by 11%"1¢! . The plant sees another reserve
for increasing supplies to the Russian market in 2021 in the organisation of a
permanent exhibition of an expanded range of engines and special equipment
at the trade and exhibition sites of LLC "Trade House "Minsk Engine Plant" in
Noginsk and its partners in each federal district of Russia. Cooperating today
with 59 Russian enterprises, Minsk engine builders are now working on
establishing co-operation ties with ten more partners.

Belarus-based Gomselmash, which has a distribution network of 60
entities in this country, including 34 dealerships, two joint production facilities
and a trading house in Siberia, has also announced large-scale plans to increase
the supply of its machinery to Russia in 2021. Over the 13 years of its
existence, the company has sold more than 3,200 units of self-propelled grain
and forage harvesting machinery on the Russian market. In 2020, sales of
Gomselmash machinery to Russia increased by 163 per cent. Only together
with "Bryanskselmash" more than one thousand combines were sold to
Russian regions. In addition, "in 2020 the company expanded the boundaries

190 Roman Golovchenko: Package of proposals on deepening the integration of Belarus and Russia
in high readiness [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: http://www.government.by/ru/content/9807
161 Minsk Motor Plant in the I quarter doubled its supplies to Russia [Electronic resource]. - 2021. -
URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/minskij-motornyj-zavod-v-i-kvartale-v-dva-raza-
uvelichil-postavki-v-rossiju-437469-2021/
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of deliveries and opened a new dealership in the Primorsky Krai - LLC
"AgroSupport""®% | All these facts give the Belarusian company a good reason
to set itself a truly ambitious task in 2021 - to triple the volume of its deliveries
to Russia.

The Belarusian Steel Works (BSW) is also actively cooperating with
Russian companies, for which its partners in Russia are both suppliers of key
raw materials and major consumers of steel products. Suffice it to say that "in
January-February 2021, exports of BMZ to Russia exceeded 58 thousand
tonnes, which is 8% more than in the same period of 2020. In monetary terms,
exports to the Russian Federation exceeded $43 million, which is a third more
than in the same period last year"!®® . This was due to growth in sales of rebar,
structural steel, steel wire and metal cord.

Another clear example of such a plan is the Belarusian Automobile Plant
(BELAZ). In March 2021 alone, it shipped more than 93% of the total volume
of manufactured machinery and spare parts to foreign markets, with an export
growth rate of 142%. An important detail: "At the same time, the share of the
most capacious of the company's traditional markets - Russia - in the total
March shipment was 89.1% (growth rate - 308.:1%)"!%* . In particular, only
under the long-term agreement on strategic partnership with the mining
company Kuzbassrazrezugol Coal Company JSC, BELAZ is to supply 29
dump trucks by the end of April 2021, Three of them, with a payload capacity
of 220 tonnes, were shipped to one of Kuzbassrazrezugol's production
branches - the Kedrovsky coal mine - back in late January this year. It should
be noted that the arrival of the rest of the machines will seriously replenish the
existing here more than half a thousand technological park, which is dominated
by Belarusian machinery at the mining mines. "Also at the enterprises of the
flagship coal mining company of the Kemerovo region BELAZ brand
machines serve mining and transport operations, special equipment of the
Belarusian manufacturer is used (irrigation irrigation machines, towing
tractors, loaders, bulldozers)"'%> . BELAZ's presence on the Russian market is

162 "Gomselmash" plans to triple the supply of machinery to Russian regions in 2021 [Electronic

resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/gomselmash-planiruet-utroit-
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1 BMZ increases export supplies [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
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also strengthened by the cooperation agreement signed in April 2021 with the
St. Petersburg Mining University, the implementation of which should
contribute to the fact that "as early as September [2021], modern specialised
classrooms equipped with exclusive equipment will start working in one of the
largest Russian universities of mining engineering"'®® . In this case we are
talking about the opening of an innovative BELAZ Competence Centre at this
university, which will be created on the model of the best technological
solutions in mechanical engineering, digital and information technologies in
the mining industry. Its main feature will be the use of virtual reality
technologies, which will raise to a new level not only the training of university
students, but also the professional development of specialists and managers of
enterprises that operate the Belarusian manufacturer's machinery.

The Belarusian Universal Commodity Exchange (BUTB) is also
actively building up ties with partners in Russia. The dynamics of growing
interest on the part of Russian business in its electronic trading indicates that
in 2021 Russia may become the leader on the:BUTB not only in terms of the
number of accredited companies, but also-in terms of exchange turnover.
Recall that "as of 1 December 2020, 2,482 residents from Russia used the
services of BUTB"'®7 . And the amount of exchange transactions made by them
in January and February 2021 "almost 3 times exceeded the figure for the same
period in 2020 and totalled $12 million"'®® . This allowed Russia to move to
the third place in the list of the largest export markets of BUTB. The first two
places in this ranking were retained by Lithuania ($32 million) and Latvia ($18
million). And at the end of the first quarter of 2021, the sum of all transactions
carried out by Russian participants in exchange trading came close to $38
million. This growth in exports of Belarusian goods to the Russian market was
the result of comprehensive measures taken by the BUTB to attract business
entities from Russia to the exchange platform in Belarus. Among the main ones
are: 1) simplification of the accreditation procedure at BUTB; 2) regular
webinars and online presentations for representatives of the Russian business
community; 3) spot visits to leading industrial, woodworking and agrarian
enterprises in various regions of Russia. As a result, in the first two months of

166 BELAZ will open a Competence Centre at the St. Petersburg Mining University [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belaz-otkroet-tsentr-kompetentsij-
v-sankt-peterburgskom-gornom-universitete-437447-2021/
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2021, 30 new Russian companies interested in purchasing Belarusian meat and
dairy products, rapeseed oil and construction materials, as well as in making
transit deals to sell their own goods to third countries, were accredited at
BUTB. It should be noted that close cooperation between BUTB and the
Russian border regions of Smolensk, Bryansk, and Pskov has so far played a
decisive role in increasing the exchange turnover figures.

In particular, the mentioning of the Bryansk Region in this list is
explained by the fact that Belarus currently accounts for about half of the
foreign trade turnover of this Russian region, which in itself indicates a
sufficiently high level of trade and economic co-operation. Nevertheless, at a
working meeting at the BUTB with representatives of the Bryansk Region
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in March 2021, the parties stated that
there is a significant potential for further expansion of cooperation in the
sphere of exchange trade. In this regard, it is planned to "focus this year on the
agricultural sector and the sale of industrial goods as the most promising areas
for the development of cooperation"'®® . For this purpose, the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of the Bryansk Region will-use its entire network of
business contacts to inform business representatives of the Bryansk region
about the advantages of the BUTB electronic trading mechanism.

BUTB's planned co-operation with-the Chelyabinsk Region looks very
promising. At a webinar on exchange trading with Belarus held in mid-March
2021, several major producers and sellers from this Russian region announced
their plans to increase sales- of steel products at BUTB. "In particular,
representatives of PJSC Chelyabinsk Forge and Press Plant, LLC Foundry
Plant and LLC Trade House MKK expressed their interest in more active
application of the exchange mechanism. First of all, we are talking about
increasing supplies of ferrous rolled metal products, which are in consistently
high demand among Belarusian industrial enterprises"!”° . It should be noted
that almost every day about 800 companies participate in the trading of ferrous
metals and ferrous metal products at the BUTB, and the amount of transactions
at one trading session can reach up to two million euros. It is clear that the
arrival here of the largest Russian metal producers from the Chelyabinsk
Region - the undisputed leader in ferrous metallurgy among other Russian

169 BUTB and CCI of Bryansk region agreed on co-operation [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
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regions - will only open up new opportunities and prospects for all participants
in these trading sessions.

At the end of March 2021, with the assistance of the Volgograd Region
Export Support Centre, BUTB hosted a meeting with business representatives
from this Russian region. As a result, several companies from the Volgograd
Region "expressed interest in selling their products in the industrial and
consumer goods section of BUTB. In particular, it is planned to work out the
issue of auctioning products for the construction industry, packaging materials
and foodstuffs"!”! . And already at the beginning of April 2021, the prospects
of increasing exchange trade in Belarus were considered with representatives
of business circles of Kursk region within the framework of an online
conference. Following the results of the discussion, a number of enterprises of
the Russian region expressed their readiness to exhibit their products on the
platform of industrial and consumer goods BUTB. Thus, "the issue of selling
equipment for the food industry, high-tech rubber products, packaging
materials made of paper and corrugated cardboard is being worked out"!7? .
BUTB also expects real results from the agreement reached in March 2021 to
intensify co-operation with the St. Petersburg International Commodity
Exchange. Established in 2008, it is.now the largest commodity exchange in
Russia and "specialises in trading oil, oil products, gas, timber and mineral
fertilisers"!”* . It should be assumed that the actualisation of cooperation with
such a serious partner may yield no less serious results.

Apparently, Russia's role in 2021 will also increase noticeably for
Belarusian exports of construction services. But first, we note that the growth
of exports of services in general is an important area of minimising the
dependence of the Belarusian economy on the influence of key factors of the
foreign economic environment. In 2021, the Republic of Belarus continued to
step up efforts to increase its volumes. In particular, in the first quarter "exports
of services increased by 3.8% to $2.287 billion <...>. The balance of foreign
trade in services was positive in the amount of $1.041 billion (in January-

17 BUTB plans to establish closer co-operation with the Volgograd region [Electronic resource]. -
2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/butb-planiruet-naladit-bolee-tesnoe-
sotrudnichestvo-s-volgogradskoj-oblastjju-434981-2021/

172 Enterprises of Kursk region plan to work in the Belarusian market through BUTB [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/predprijatija-kurskoj-oblasti-
planirujut-rabotat-na-belorusskom-rynke-cherez-butb-435331-2021/

173 BUTB and St. Petersburg Commodity and Raw Materials Exchange agreed to intensify
cooperation [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/butb-i-
sankt-peterburgskaja-tovarno-syrjevaja-birzha-dogovorilis-aktivizirovat-vzaimodejstvie-434334-
2021/
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March 2020 the surplus was $1.014 billion)""'”* . Export of construction
services, which in 2020 exceeded the volume of half a billion dollars, is not
the last place in achieving such indicators. Today, it is one of the promising
areas of development of the Belarusian construction industry, where
comprehensive measures are being taken to further increase and expand its
geography and where the Russian market, which has significant potential, is
beginning to play an increasingly important role. This is largely due to the fact
that "today in Russia there is a shortage of labour force in the construction
sector. It is urgent to attract them to key construction projects such as, for
example, the theatre and cultural centres in Vladivostok and Kaliningrad and
the Vostochny Cosmodrome" . 17

Given the growth in construction in the neighbouring country, the
Belarusian side is already taking concrete steps to promote its export interests
there. For example, coordination subgroups for cooperation in construction
have already been set up in seven constituent entities of the Russian Federation,
and "a portfolio in Russia totalling over 3 billion Russian rubles has been
formed for the near future. These are schools in Kaluga, Voronezh, Leningrad
regions and St. Petersburg, residential buildings in Kaluga, Kursk and
Kaliningrad region"!”® . In total, Belarusian builders plan to build more than
ten social facilities in Russia by the end of 2025. In particular, the holding
Belstroitsentr "is now simultaneously building about five social infrastructure
facilities in Leningrad and Kaluga regions"!”’ .

78As for the Voronezh Region, which is seriously interested in
expanding cooperation with Belarusian partners in the construction sector, we
are talking, first of all, about the implementation of a joint pilot project in the
urban-type settlement of Strelitsa, Semiluksky District, to build a school for
520 children, participation of Belarusian companies Belengineeringstroylnvest

174 Belarus increased exports of goods and services by 19.5% to $10.3 billion in Q1 [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belarus-v-i-kvartale-uvelichila-
eksport-tovarov-i-uslug-na-195-do-103-mlrd-441081-2021/

175 Sivak: Belarus is interested in increasing exports of construction services to Russia [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/sivak-belarus-zainteresovana-v-
naraschivanii-eksporta-stroitelnyh-uslug-v-rossiju-442169-2021/

176 Parkhamovich, R. The tasks set for the construction industry this year will be fulfilled / R.
Parkhamovich // [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
https://www.belta.by/comments/view/postavlennye-pered-strojotrasljju-zadachi-v-etom-godu-
budut-vypolneny-7784

77 By the end of 2025 it is planned to build more than 10 social facilities in Russia [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: http://mas.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/do-kontsa-2025-goda-planiruetsja-
postroit-bolee-10-sotsialnyx-objektov-v-rossii-1313/

178 Voronezh region is interested in expanding co-operation with Belarus in construction [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https:/www.belta.by/economics/view/voronezhskaja-oblast-
zainteresovana-v-rasshirenii-sotrudnichestva-s-belarusjju-v-stroitelstve-429176-2021/
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LLC and Stroitelny Trust No. 12 OJSC in the construction of pre-school and
secondary schools in Semiluksky District, as well as the use of "Belarusian
house kits" in the implementation of the project. The above-mentioned theatre
and cultural centre in Vladivostok is to become one of the most large-scale
construction projects in 2021 in cooperation between Belarus and Primorsky
Krai. This centre will house the Mariinsky Theatre's Primorsky stage, as well
as exhibitions of famous Russian museums. And in general, according to the
governor of this Russian region, O. Kozhemyako, this centre "will become a
real ornament of the entire Asia-Pacific region and can be compared, for
example, with the theatre in Sydney, Australia"'”® .

Another Russian region where the possibility of Belarusian builders'
participation in the construction of housing and social facilities is being
carefully considered is Novgorod Oblast. There are already 15 organisations
with Belarusian capital registered here, but until recently, the interaction with
partners from Belarus was mainly in the agro-industrial sector in the form of
supplies of agricultural machinery, food products, and processing. This
contributed to the fact that the trade turnover between the parties totalled $57.5
million in 2020. At the same time, supplies of Belarusian goods - dairy
products, eggs, plastics, sugar, wood, fertilisers, electrical machinery and
equipment - increased by almost 20 per cent. Apparently, the builders will
contribute to these figures in the near future. The fact is that "the region
currently needs at least two new schools and several kindergartens. The quality
of work of builders from Belarus is always quite high <...>. We have already
had an experience of co-operation: Belarus built a so-called medical centre for
us. We are interested in the construction capacities of our colleagues from
Belarus"!8 . The parties are also discussing the idea of building a new runway
by Belarusian specialists "not far from Veliky Novgorod, in the place where
the Krechevitsy military airfield used to be"'®! . The Bryansk and Gomel
regions also have a wide range of opportunities for co-operation in the
construction sector. In particular, in April 2021, the parties have already
discussed the prospects of participation of Belarusian companies in the

17 Belarusian specialists will build a turnkey theatre building in Primorye [Electronic resource]. -
2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/belorusskie-stroiteli-budut-stroit-pod-kljuch-
zdanie-teatra-v-primorje-434288-2021/

180 Pivovar, E. Novgorod region is considering the possibility of participation of Belarusian builders
in the construction of social facilities / E. Pivovar // [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
https://www.belta.by/economics/view/novgorodskaja-oblast-prorabatyvaet-vozmozhnost-
uchastija-belorusskih-stroitelej-v-vozvedenii-438576-2021/

181 Pivovar, E. The Novgorod region plans to restore air communication with Minsk and Gomel / E.
Pivovar // [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/v-novgorodskoj-
oblasti-planirujut-vosstanovit-aviasoobschenie-s-minskom-i-gomelem-438579-2021/
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implementation of such projects as "Construction of the motor road - protective
dam Bryansk 1 - Bryansk 2 (1st stage)", MBOU "School No. 71", Palace of
Martial Arts in the Sovetsky district of Bryansk"!®* . As we can see, the Russian
vector of Belarusian exports of construction services is already very wide and
diverse. And it continues to expand. Let us hope that this trend will only
contribute to the successful fulfilment of the tasks set for the builders of the
allied countries.

Many Russian regions are also actively developing their ties with
Belarusian partners in 2021. Among them is the Republic of Tatarstan, which
is among those whose trade turnover with Belarus grew significantly in
January-February 2021 - by more than 80 per cent to almost $175 million. At
the same time, Belarusian exports increased by almost a quarter, coming close
to $55 million. This was due to the growth of supplies from Belarus of tractors
and tractors, oil gases, twisted wire of ferrous metals without electrical
insulation, parts and accessories for cars and tractors, tyres, seamless pipes,
tubes and profiles of ferrous metals, soybean oil extraction waste, fresh or
chilled beef, unalloyed steel wire, cheese and cottage cheese, tyre cord
materials, synthetic polymer paints and varnishes in non-aqueous media,
furniture and parts thereof. In April 2021, the parties signed a protocol of
agreements which "envisages further mutual interest in the development of
trade, economic, scientific, technical ‘and humanitarian cooperation between
Belarus and Tatarstan"'®® , where priority will be given to the development of
co-operative cooperation in the production and scientific and technological
spheres.

It should be reminded that the interaction between the parties is
developing today within the framework of the intergovernmental Agreement
on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technical and Cultural Cooperation of 23 June
2004, which created prerequisites for the formation of a common scientific,
technical and innovation space. Last year, the implementation of the Action
Plan for 2017-2020 to fulfil the basic agreement was completed. Due to the
fact that Tatarstan today pays special attention to the development of high-tech
production and the creation of joint ventures, Belarusian partners in this
Russian region are given the opportunity to work at "investment sites of the

182 Gomel and Bryansk regions will discuss the development of cooperation [Electronic resource]. -
2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/regions/view/gomelskaja-i-brjanskaja-oblasti-obsudjat-razvitie-
sotrudnichestva-437066-2021/

183 Roman Golovchenko: Belarus and Tatarstan are actively developing co-operative cooperation
[Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: http://www.government.by/ru/content/9816
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republic. It is important to deepen co-operation between commodity producers,
first of all, in the sphere of machine building and high technologies"!8* .

It should be noted that back in 2017, the parties set a goal to restore the
record level of trade turnover of two billion dollars, which was reached in
2012. '8The 7th meeting of the Working Group on Cooperation between
Belarus and Tatarstan, held in October 2019, identified specific areas of joint
work in the coming years to achieve the goal, "including in terms of: supplies
of passenger buses, Amkodor machinery, a wide range of agricultural
machinery; implementation of joint projects in the NGV sector, in particular -
the production of passenger vehicles, tractors, municipal and agricultural
machinery, engines; expansion of the volume and range of supplies of motor
vehicles, as well as in the production of motor vehicles, tractors, municipal and
agricultural machinery, and engines. At the same time, the National Academy
of Sciences of Belarus and the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of
Tatarstan, as well as the Belarusian State University of Informatics and
Radioelectronics and the Kazan Federal University signed co-operation
agreements.

As a result of the implementation-of the provisions of the 4-year plan,
by February 2020, Tatarstan had already: two assembly plants - of Belarusian
tractors and lifts of Mogilevliftmash - were in operation; four enterprises with
Belarusian capital were operating - TPC MTZ-Tatarstan' LLC, Amkodor-Bel'
LLC, Trade House Molodechnomebel' LLC, and a representative office of
Pinskdrev Holding; <dealer network of such Belarusian enterprises as
"Gomselmash", Minsk Tractor Plant, "Mogilevliftmash", Minsk Automobile
Plant, "Amkodor", Borisov Automobile and Tractor Electrical Equipment
Plant; LLC "TPC MTZ-Tatarstan" became the official distributor of OJSC
"MTZ" in Russia, having its own production base, transport and logistic
division, engaged in service maintenance. Successful development of co-
operation in the field of machine building has led to the fact that "the
agricultural machinery fleet of Tatarstan is almost 60% equipped with MTZ
tractors, more than 60% of forage harvesters and 40% of grain harvesters are
Gomselmash machines". Kazan's fleet of passenger vehicles consists of more

18 Minnikhanov, R. It is important to deepen the cooperation of commodity producers, primarily in
the sphere of mechanical engineering and high technologies / R. Minnikhanov // Technologies and
innovations in cooperation between the regions of the Union State as an impetus for the development
of Eurasian integration: information-integration project / co-authored, interviewed : B. Zalessky, M.
Valkovsky, A. Greshnikov. - Minsk: Biznesofset, 2017. - C. 30.

185 The Concern hosted the 7th meeting of the working group on cooperation between the Republic
of Belarus and the Republic of Tatarstan of the Russian Federation [Electronic resource], - 2019. -
URL: http://www.belneftekhim.by/press/news/eafc42¢9330d3164.html

75



than 50% MAZ buses and Belkommunmash trams"'® . And there are good
prospects for cooperation in the gas-motor sphere, where there are joint
projects implemented by RariTEK together with Minsk plants - automobile,
tractor and motor.

At the 8th meeting of the Working Group on Cooperation, held in the
format of a video conference in November 2020, the parties noted the active
development of economic ties between enterprises in the machine-building and
petrochemical industries, as well as in agriculture, passenger transport,
ecology, and health science, stressing that "cooperation in the petrochemical
sector, which accounts for half of Belarus's trade turnover with Tatarstan,
remains a key area"'¥ . As a result, the Action Plan for 2021-2023 was
approved, which envisages many new interesting joint projects. Already in
January 2021 in Kichketan rural settlement of Agryz municipal district of
Tatarstan the Belarusian UE "Polimerkonstruktsiya" "successfully
implemented a pilot project in the sphere of ecology on water treatment"!'s® .
And now the issue of participation of this UE in the implementation of projects
at other sites in Tatarstan is being resolved.

Another Russian region that I would like to name in this context is the
Sakhalin Oblast, which in May 2021 signed with the Republic of Belarus a
plan of measures for 2021-2023 to implement the agreement between the
governments on trade, economic, “scientific, technical and cultural co-
operation. It took place within the framework of a meeting of the working
group on the development of bilateral cooperation, which focused on the
prospects of "increasing the supply of food products, agricultural, quarry,
passenger, road-building machinery, lift equipment and other types of
products"!® . It should be recalled that the cooperation agreement between the
parties was signed in September 2015 at the Second Forum of Regions of
Belarus and Russia. The main objectives outlined in the agreement were to

186 Pivovar, E. Petrochemistry, industrial cooperation, transport projects - Semashko visited
Tatarstan / E.  Pivovar //  [Electronic  resource]. -  2020. -  URL:
https://www.belta.by/economics/view/neftehimija-promkooperatsija-transportnye-proekty-
semashko-posetil-tatarstan-378550-2020/

187 Belarus and Tatarstan approved the Plan of cooperation for 2021-2023 [Electronic resource]. -
2020. - URL: http://www.embassybel.ru/departments/kazan/news/53efd46968aa.html

188 The Belarusian company UP "Polimerkonstruktsiya" has successfully implemented a pilot project
in the field of ecology in the Republic of Tatarstan [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
http://www.embassybel.ru/departments/kazan/news/29939dd56309.html

18 Belarus and Sakhalin Oblast signed the action plan for cooperation for 2021-2023 [Electronic

resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belarus-i-sahalinskaja-oblast-
odpisali-plan-meroprijatij-po-sotrudnichestvu-na-2021-2023-gody-441087-202 1
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increase mutual trade turnover, intensify business contacts, and cooperate in
the social sphere - healthcare, education, and social protection.

It should be noted that this Russian region is characterised by active
foreign economic activity, which it conducts primarily with the countries of
the Asia-Pacific region - South Korea, Japan, and China. In general, "the
foreign trade turnover of the Sakhalin Oblast in 2020 totalled $12.2 million.
USD"!?  Nevertheless, the Republic of Belarus also began to develop its niche
in these international partnerships after the signing of the co-operation
agreement, as evidenced by specific facts.

Thus, already at the end of 2017, the volume of mutual trade between
Belarus and Sakhalin totalled almost five million dollars. The consumer market
of the Russian region has seen a sharp increase in the number of Belarusian
meat, sausage, and dairy products, textiles and knitwear, footwear, and leather
haberdashery. Suffice it to say that in August 2020 in the administrative centre
of the Russian region - Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk - the fourteenth(!) shop of the retail
chain "Belarusian Firm" was opened, where products from Belarus are
represented by a wide range of sausages and meat delicacies from Brest and
Grodno meat processing plants, dairy products from Minsk Dairy Plant,
confectionery products from factories "Kommunarka", "Spartak", "Krasny
Izhevik", canned food from the group of companies "ABC". "In addition to the
traditional assortment, Belarusian ice cream of 10-12 names appeared in the
product line of the shop"!?! .

Machines of various classes from Belarus for agro-industrial, housing,
road construction and forestry sectors are widely used here. "Due to the large
number of Belarusian-made machinery operated in the Sakhalin Oblast, the
question of the need to create a single service centre for its maintenance arose.
Thanks to joint efforts, in April 2017, a service centre of BelMashService LLC
was opened in the regional capital to service machinery manufactured in the
Republic of Belarus"!%?

Over the past five years, the partnership between the republic and the
Russian region in the field of agriculture has developed strongly. Already "in
2016, after a 30-year break, the Belarusian side resumed potato cultivation on

19 Results of foreign trade of the Sakhalin Oblast for 2020 [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
https://sakhalin.gov.ru/index.php?id=152

191 Another "Belarusian branded" shop opened in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk [Electronic resource]. - 2020.
- URL: http://www.embassybel.ru/departments/khabarovsk/news/fe085b1056fe.html

192 Belik, A. In our plans - to expand the range of cooperation / A. Belik // Priority directions of
regional cooperation as a key factor of union building: information-integration project / compiled,
interviewed: K. Gusev, B. Zalessky. Gusev, B. Zalessky. - Minsk: Biznesofset, 2018. - C. 323-324.
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Sakhalin, planting its seeds on the first 40 hectares on the island"'* . Later, a
dairy farm for one thousand cattle was built using Belarusian technologies at
the Korsakovsky State Farm. Interestingly, this construction was divided into
two stages. First, there were eight hay and silage trenches with a capacity of
two thousand tonnes each. At the second stage, buildings and structures of the
main production, biomass processing, engineering and transport infrastructure
were constructed. Three cowsheds and three calf houses were erected to
accommodate animals. "When the enterprise reaches its design capacity, it will
provide the inhabitants of the island region with 7 thousand tonnes of milk and
200 tonnes of meat annually. <..> The agrarian project implemented in the
south of Sakhalin is included in the sectoral state programme for the
development of agriculture"!** . Here they also built an agro-town with 50 one-
storey three-room houses of the Belarusian type. In February 2018, the first
nine families of state farm workers received the keys to flats in new buildings
on Belorusskaya Street. "Now this is the largest modern rural housing
construction project in the Sakhalin Oblast"!®> .

As for other areas of interaction, back in December 2017, the Belarusian
side proposed to improve coal mining and transportation methods in Sakhalin,
as these proposals "can significantly improve the infrastructure of the island
coal company and give a powerful boost to the development of the coal mining
industry in the region as a whole. This is a completely new level of co-
operation between our parties"!*® . And already in 2020 at the Solntsevsky coal
mine on the island "14 new Belarusian dump trucks with a lifting capacity of
220 tonnes"!’ . The parties see a serious potential for further development of
interaction in active cooperation through chambers of commerce and industry
- in the organisation of online negotiations, joint exhibitions, seminars, as well

193 Zaleskii, B. Formula of multi-vectorality. Opportunities for international cooperation in the
context of globalisation / B. Zalessky. - LAP LAMBERT Academic Publishing, 2017. - C. 60.
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195 Pivovar, E. Agrorogorodok by the Belarusian project erected on Sakhalin [Electronic resource].
- 2018. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/agrogorodok-po-belorusskomu-proektu-vozveli-
na-sahaline-289289-2018/

19 Pivovar, E. Belarus will help to improve the methods of coal mining and transportation on
Sakhalin / E. Pivovar  // [Electronic resource]. - 2017. - URL:
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- Semashko visited Kuzbass and Sakhalin / E. Pivovar // [Electronic resource]. - 2020. - URL:
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apk-semashko-posetil-kuzbass-i-sahalin-404918-2020/
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as in the establishment of direct links between the business community and
economic entities of the republic and the region. They are focused on results.

At the April 2021 meeting of the heads of government of Belarus and
Russia, it was noted that "the topic of integration in the economic sphere is a
priority issue on the bilateral agenda"!®® . The trend of recovery of the bilateral
Belarusian-Russian trade turnover, which has been observed since the
beginning of 2021, shows that the parties have been quite successful in
developing integration cooperation in many areas, despite the known objective
difficulties. And this provides new positive impulses for a fuller realisation of
the potential of union building.

19 Roman Golovchenko: Package of proposals on deepening the integration of Belarus and Russia
in high readiness [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL: http://www.government.by/ru/content/9807
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Belarus - Russia:
Forum of Regions as a Generator of New Ideas

The Eighth Forum of Regions of Belarus and Russia, held in late June -
early July 2021, focused on such topical issues of the Union State development
within five thematic sections as: 1) Russian-Belarusian cooperation in science
and education in the era of "big challenges" and digital technologies; 2) the
role of digitalisation in the formation of a common scientific and technological
space of the Union State; 3) cooperation between Belarus and Russia on the
implementation of Union programmes and scientific and technical projects
under international treaties; 4) law and digitalisation in the Union State:
prospects and directions; 5) young people online: digital environment of the
future. The attention of the Forum participants to the topic of interaction
between the parties in the scientific, technical and innovation spheres is
explained by the fact that large-scale cooperation in these areas is implemented
through the Union State programmes, the use of which "allows to increase the
level of integration of our economies, to develop cooperation between
enterprises, to increase the competitiveness of jointly produced products"!®’
and which today should be aimed not so much at supporting individual
enterprises and industries, but rather at-the creation and development of new
technologies. Among them at the VIII Forum of Regions of Belarus and Russia
the following were mentioned: 1)intellectual systems of information analysis;
2) supercomputers, neural ‘networks, artificial intelligence; 3) space
instrumentation and technologies; 4) new laser materials; 5) microelectronics;
6) electric transport; 7) multifunctional unmanned complexes; 8) nuclear
energy; 9) information security.

200The formation of a common scientific and technological space
between Belarus and Russia, within the framework of which the harmonisation
of national legislation in the scientific and technological sphere is ensured, is
necessary to create equal opportunities for Belarusian and Russian scientists to
work in the territory of the Union State and to carry out joint research and
development in the areas of priority for the two countries, among which the

19 Igor Petrishenko: Interaction between Belarus and Russia in science, technology and innovation
is aimed at the formation of a full-fledged unified scientific and technological space [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: http://www.government.by/ru/content/9897

200 Belarus and Russia have managed to achieve a lot in science and technology - Karasin [Electronic
resource]. - 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/society/view/belarusi-i-rossii-udalos-mnogogo-
dobitsja-v-nauchno-tehnicheskoj-sfere-karasin-448170-2021/
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forum also mentioned "new materials and chemical procedures, ecology and
environmental management, technologies of living organisms".

It should be recalled that during the existence of the Union State, "more
than 60 Union programmes have already been implemented in the spheres of
economy, space, security and agriculture, and 41 billion Russian roubles have
been spent for these purposes"®!' . In particular, scientific and technical
programmes concerning developments for remote sensing of the Earth, feed
production and genetic research have been carried out. In 2020, such a
landmark scientific and technical programme of the Union State as
"Autoelectronics" was completed, which envisaged "the development of a new
generation of electronic components for control and safety systems for special
and dual-purpose vehicles. The results of the programme were used in the
development of robotised unmanned BELAZ mining dump trucks, which are
already operating at the open pits of the Siberian Coal Energy Company"?%?

But today the task is set to involve even more actively in the preparation
of proposals for new programmes not only federal and republican executive
authorities, but also representatives of the regions of the two countries. Note
that "eight scientific and technical ' programmes are currently being
implemented in the Union State,-and three more are being prepared"® .
Another six new draft programme concepts are in a high degree of readiness:

1) "Overcoming" - development of modern technologies to detect and
overcome resistance of microorganisms to drugs;

2) Soyuzbiomembranes - novel medical cell products;

3) "Additivity" - creating 3D printing technologies, materials and
equipment;

4) "Accelerator-SPR" - development of a complex based on
superconducting resonators;

201 Mezentsev at the Forum of Regions called for more active involvement in the preparation of
proposals  for  Union programmes [Electronic  resource]. - 2021. - URL:
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81



5) "Component F" - creation of innovative technologies for development
of photon component base of the Union State; 6) "Complex-SG" - a new
programme in the field of space.

In addition, a project is being prepared for implementation to expand the
research computer network to connect leading centres and universities not only
in Belarus and Russia, but also in the entire Eurasian Economic Union, which
will enable scientific and educational organisations of the member states to
interact effectively, including through remote access to research infrastructure.
And the State Committee for Science and Technology of Belarus, the
Association of Clusters and Technoparks of Russia and the Standing
Committee of the Union State are creating an IT platform for a unified register
of technoparks of the two countries with the subsequent development of a
system of data storage, systematisation, analysis and graphical visualisation.
The Union State has also recently started preparing a common programme of
fundamental research and a roadmap for cooperation, which defines such goals
and priorities as "capacity building in space research, expansion of nuclear
research, informatics and robotics, development of quantum research, and
research into the creation of the latest nanomaterials"?** . All this, of course,
will still yield its results.

The Eighth Forum also demonstrated a very extensive potential for
further development of co-operation, between specific regions of the two
countries that are part of the Union State. Speaking about the contracts signed
during this forum, "in the real sector of the economy - this is about $800
million"?” . Undoubtedly, such a high performance of Belarusian-Russian
partnership ties is facilitated by the fact that about 80 regions on the Russian
side participate in this interregional interaction. "The Republic of
Bashkortostan, the Samara Region, the Stavropol Territory, the Kursk Region,
the Komi Republic, the Republic of Kabardino-Balkaria, the Nenets
Autonomous District"?*® . In the same row we can also name the Moscow
region, among the foreign trade partners of which Belarus ranks second,
second only to China. 120 Belarusian companies are already "successfully
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operating in this Russian region, representative offices of Belarusian
companies that supply foodstuffs and machine-building products have been
opened"?” . If 23 companies from the Moscow region signed export contracts
with Belarusian partners for the whole year 2020, then for the first half of 2021
- already 28.

The role of Russian partners is also high for the Belarusian capital
region. Firstly, in the first five months of 2021, the trade turnover of Minsk
Region's enterprises with Russia increased by 30 per cent at once, amounting
to more than $2.2 billion. Exports from the Belarusian capital region increased
by more than a third, while "the balance of foreign trade in goods was positive
in the amount of $624.3 million"?*® . Secondly, the volume of foreign direct
investment from Russia in 2021 has also increased. In the first quarter alone,
their volume totalled almost $95 million. And, judging by the available
investment plans for co-operation, this value is far from the limit.

Speaking about Brest region in this context, we should note that it "has
concluded and is implementing 26 cooperation agreements with Russian
regions, including Penza, Astrakhan, Belgorod, Bryansk, Irkutsk, Kaliningrad,
Kaluga, Kostroma, Lipetsk, Novosibirsk, Pskov, Saratov, Smolensk, Tyumen,
Stavropol and Stavropol regions, Kaliningrad, Kaluga, Kostroma, Lipetsk,
Novosibirsk, Pskov, Saratov, Smolensk, Tyumen regions, Stavropol Krai,
Karachay-Cherkessia, Buryatia, Udmurtia, Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous
Okrug"® . Besides, there are more than 40 agreements on co-operation of
Brest region towns and districts with Russian municipalities. Probably, this is
the reason why the region's enterprises signed commercial contracts worth over
$120 million with Russian partners in the course of preparation for the VIII
Forum of the Regions of Belarus and Russia. It should be noted that the share
of the Russian market in the total volume of supplies from the Belarusian
region exceeds 60 per cent. The main export commodity items include meat
and dairy products, cattle meat, cooked and tinned fish, gas cookers, children's
toys. More than 330 enterprises with Russian capital are registered in Brest
region. The most famous of them are JV "Brestgazoapparat" OJSC, JV
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"Vastega" LLC, JV "ANREKS" LLC, "Belineko" LLC, JV "STiM" LLC, JV
"RusBelGaz" LLC, JV "Frost and Co" LLC.

The Russian vector of interaction remains the key foreign trade direction
for Grodno Region as well, as it accounts for more than half of foreign supplies
from here. Grodno Region works with 74 Russian regions, and has signed
agreements on trade and economic, scientific, technical and cultural co-
operation with 27 of them. The Republic of Bashkortostan and Tomsk Oblast
joined this list of partners at the 8th Forum of Regions of Belarus and Russia.
The intensification of interregional ties in the Russian direction allows the
enterprises of Grodno region to increase the assortment and expand the
geography of supplies, which was largely facilitated by the forum. "The total
amount of contracts of the region's producers, primarily of the meat and dairy
industries, as well as industrial enterprises, with Russian counterparties is 12
billion Russian roubles"*!? .

Gomel region is also successfully developing the Russian direction of
foreign economic relations. Its trade turnover with Russia increased by almost
20 per cent over the first five months of 2021 and amounted to almost $2.5
billion. The top five recipients of goods from the enterprises of Gomel region
include Moscow region, Moscow, St. Petersburg, Bryansk and Smolensk
regions. The most popular among them are bars and wires made in the
Belarusian region from iron or non-alloy steel, dairy products, agricultural
machinery and spare parts, synthetic fibres, non-woven materials, and
hardware. An equally important area of co-operation is investment. "In
January-March 2021, the volume of foreign investments received from the
Russian Federation totalled $154.3 million"?!! . This is largely due to the fact
that 361 enterprises with Russian capital are already operating in Gomel
region, of which 12 are residents of the free zone "Gomel-Raton". Besides, the
Gomel Regional Executive Committee has concluded 22 bilateral co-operation
agreements with Russian regions. Another 78 similar documents were signed
at the level of cities and districts of Gomel region and their partners in the
neighbouring country.

Among the Russian regions actively developing interaction with
Belarusian partners in 2021 is Vladimir Region. In May this year, a meeting of
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the working group on cooperation between the Republic of Belarus and this
Russian region was held, at which the parties considered the entire range of
trade and economic interaction - in industry, agro-industry, construction,
housing and utilities, exhibition and fair activities, as well as at the level of
districts and cities. The tone of the discussion was set by the fact that in 2020
the volume of trade turnover of the republic and the region "totalled $244
million and decreased by 6.7% compared to 2019"*'? . In this regard, the
working group outlined ways to correct the situation in mutual trade. For this
purpose, new points of growth in the development of partnership ties with this
region of Russia were identified. These are co-operation in light industry,
machine building, construction, agro-industrial complex.

It should be recalled that the parties signed the Agreement on Trade,
Economic, Scientific, Technical, Scientific and Socio-Cultural Cooperation in
September 2015 during the second Forum of Regions of Belarus and Russia,
held in Sochi. This document contained agreements to "create the necessary
organisational, financial, economic and legal conditions for the functioning of
joint ventures, development and implementation of joint projects and
programmes of mutual interest"?! . In'December 2017, in addition to it, an
action plan for the implementation of this agreement for 2018-2020 was
adopted, which played its positive role in intensifying the interaction between
the parties. In particular, it was noted at that time that "products of Belarusian
enterprises are of great interest to the Vladimir region. Among the imported
products are binders for the production of foundry moulds and rods, glass fibre
and glass fibre products, cheese and cottage cheese, tableware and kitchen
utensils"*'* . Already then, 34 enterprises were operating in this Russian region,
the founding capitals of which were fully or partially owned by Belarusian
investors. And the search for new areas of co-operation continued constantly.

In May 2018, the Belarusian side offered its partners from Vladimir
Region the implementation of joint cooperation projects in engineering,
energy, construction of social facilities and apartment buildings. In particular,
they talked about the possible construction of the "Belarusian Quarter" in
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Vladimir, as well as "the possibility and readiness of Belarusian enterprises to
meet the region's needs in lift equipment for new buildings and reconstructed
housing, to increase the supply of construction products, materials, equipment
and machinery, as well as to participate in the construction and repair of roads
in the region, to organise the supply of road-building and municipal equipment
necessary for this purpose"?!' . In June 2019, there was a Belarusian proposal
to expand the volume of mutual trade to include industrial cooperation in food
production, as well as "to supply the region with modern domestic electric
transport"'® . In the construction sector, Belarusian design and production
companies could participate in housing construction programmes implemented
in the region based on the principle of integrated development with the
construction of social facilities, construction and repair of public roads, and
supply of necessary road-building and municipal equipment.

The parties had a thorough discussion on ways to expand cooperation in
October 2020, when a representative Belarusian delegation visited Vladimir.
At that time, a number of joint projects were outlined in terms of co-operation
between industrial enterprises of the republic and the region. "These are the
Kovrov Electromechanical Plant and Minsk Motor Plant in terms of
manufacturing forklifts using an internal combustion engine, which will be
produced in Belarus. Now the samples are being tested"?!” . In addition, other
economic entities from both sides offered interesting projects. Among them
are the Vladimir-based company Betal, which produces water tanks, as well as
the Minsk Tractor Plant, OJSC Mogilevliftmash, and Novy Resource LLC
from Kovrov.

In December 2020 in the framework of the Vladimir Investment
Congress a new action plan - for 2021-2023 - for the implementation of the
cooperation agreement was approved. The plan is aimed at "expanding direct
ties between economic entities of both sides"?!8 and is aimed at increasing trade
turnover between Belarus and the Vladimir region. It should be assumed that
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it will reflect the theme of further development and expansion of the twinning
of cities and districts of the parties, which already has its own considerable
history. Back in 1998 the Agreement on twinning of the cities of Vladimir and
Bobruisk was adopted. Since then "they have developed mutually beneficial
partnerships in economy and business, science, culture, education, sports ..."*!
. Since 2006, Kovrov and Brest have been twinned. And in 2016 an Agreement
on cooperation in trade and economic, scientific and technical, humanitarian
and cultural spheres was signed between the Administration of the Vladimir
region and the Gomel Regional Executive Committee. All these facts show
that the parties have a good foundation for further progress in terms of realising
the set tasks to increase mutual trade turnover.

Another Russian region that should be focused on in this context is the
Novosibirsk Region. In June 2021, the fifth meeting of the Business
Cooperation Council of the Republic of Belarus and the Novosibirsk Region
was held to review the results of the Programme of Measures for the
Development of Cooperation between the parties for 2019-2021. Recall that
the agreement on trade, economic, scientific, technical and cultural co-
operation was signed by the government of the Republic and the administration
of the region back in 1998. In 2020, the trade turnover between the parties
exceeded $150 million. This allowed the Novosibirsk Region to become the
third in terms of bilateral trade with Belarus among the subjects of the Siberian
Federal District after the Krasnoyarsk and Altai Territories. The wide range of
trade and economic interaction between the parties is evidenced by Belarusian
supplies to this Russian region, which are based on tractors and tractors, trucks,
spare parts for cars and tractors, trailers and semi-trailers, ferrous metal
structures, aluminium bars and profiles, furniture, TV sets, monitors and
projectors, meat, cheese and cottage cheese, sugar, fresh and tinned fruit and
vegetables, hosiery, footwear. It is also important that more than 40 enterprises
with the participation of Belarusian legal entities and individuals are registered
in the Novosibirsk Region. In general, the region co-operates with Belarus not
only within the framework of the above-mentioned agreement of 1998, but also
with the Mogilev, Grodno and Brest Regions, which gives concrete results in
industry, agriculture and transport. In particular, co-operation between the
parties in the transport sector has recently intensified. Thus, in 2020,
Novosibirsk purchased "15 large-class gas-powered buses from Belarusian
partners, and plans for this year [2021] include the purchase of another 50 city-
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type buses, 20 trolleybuses with large autonomous travel and 10 low-floor
trams. A decision in principle has also been made to purchase a large batch of
150 buses under leasing programmes"??° .

But perhaps even more promising is the intention of the parties to
develop co-operation in science, technology, innovation, and education. An
interesting fact: over the more than 20-year period of the cooperation
agreement between Belarusian and Novosibirsk universities, 28 direct
agreements on the development of partnership relations have been signed,
within the framework of which scientific projects are implemented, experience
is exchanged, and joint events are held. Another 11 contracts and agreements
were signed during the fifth meeting of the Business Co-operation Council.
For example, "the development of a joint programme between the Faculty of
Digital Economy of the Belarusian State Economic University and the Faculty
of Information Technologies of the Novosibirsk State University looks
promising. The Scientific and Technological Park of BNTU "Polytechnik" is
also ready for further co-operation with Novosibirsk colleagues on the
implementation of the Belarusian-Russian project for the production of
medical devices for cardiac surgery"?*' . The Belarusian side also proposed to
continue the practice of exchanging students; undergraduates, postgraduates
and to intensify the invitation of leading scientists within the framework of the
"Visiting Professor" programme. A number of Belarusian universities are
included in the implementation of the project "University 3.0" - a trinity of
science, education and technological innovations, the platform for the
implementation of which are technology parks, interdisciplinary laboratories
and technology transfer centres.

Among the active participants of Belarusian-Russian cooperation in the
field of education is the Novosibirsk State Technical University (NSTU),
which develops partnerships with Belarusian universities on the basis of the
Agreement on Cooperation in Science, Technology, Culture, Sports, Student
and Academic Mobility of NSTU for 2016-2021, which was signed with the
Belarusian State University, for 2017-2022 - with the Belarusian-Russian
University, cooperation agreements for 2018-2023 - with the Brest State
University, and with the Belarusian-Russian University. Another promising
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project in this regard is the International Russian-Belarusian Centre for
Interregional Cooperation in Education, Science, and Culture, founded by
Novosibirsk State Technical University, Belarusian-Russian University,
Novosibirsk Centre of Belarusian Culture, and the social and cultural public
association "Heritage". "Among the main tasks of the centre are to establish
and develop effective mutually beneficial partnership ties between scientific,
educational, social, cultural, youth and sports organisations of the Mogilev and
Novosibirsk regions, to organise participation in international scientific,
educational, sports, cultural and mass events held on the basis of the founders
of the centre, to acquaint citizens of Belarus and Russia with the history,
culture, traditions of the peoples, their achievements in the field of economy,
science, culture and sports"®?* . In 2020, it helped to organise an interethnic
cultural online dialogue "Russia and Belarus - 2020", which has become an
important educational and cultural platform aimed at supporting and
strengthening the Union State. The Business Cooperation Council meeting set
the task to intensify the centre's work to promote the ideas of the Union State,
patriotic education, and to involve young people in the development of civic
initiatives aimed at supporting and strengthening statehood.

All these facts show that the reserves of co-operation between the
regions of the two countries are truly enormous. And there are good reasons to
believe that they will definitely be utilised in the very near future.
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Belarus - Russia:
direct partnership relations between the regions
as a tool to strengthen economic co-operation

In September 2021, the Council of Ministers of the Union State of
Belarus and Russia approved the Main Guidelines for the Implementation of
the Provisions of the Treaty on the Establishment of the Union State for 2021-
2023 and 28 Union Programmes aimed at implementing large-scale tasks to
strengthen Belarusian-Russian integration. At the same time, the parties
emphasised that "direct partnership ties between the regions are becoming an
increasingly important factor in strengthening mutual trust and economic
cooperation"??* . This is confirmed by the concrete practice of Belarusian-
Russian interregional cooperation in 2021, which is being implemented in a
variety of formats. Let us consider some of them.

One of the important trade and economic partners of the Republic of
Belarus in the Central Federal District of the Russian Federation is the
Voronezh Region. The parties signed an agreement on trade and economic,
scientific and technical, humanitarian and cultural cooperation as part of the
Fifth Forum of Regions of Belarus and Russia held in October 2018. The trade
turnover between them in the first half of 2021 increased by almost 15 per cent
and amounted to almost $160 million with the share of supplies from Belarus
in the amount of almost $102 million. "Belarusian exports were based on
ferrous metal structures and other metal products; parts and accessories for cars
and tractors; cheese and cottage cheese; frozen beef; soya oil products;
butter"?* .

In addition, apart from trade in goods, other areas of co-operation, in
particular construction services, are also actively developing here. The fact is
that the Voronezh Region, along with the Kaluga, Pskov and Leningrad
Regions, is among those Russian regions where "a scheme for the construction
of social facilities that is acceptable to both Belarusian builders and customers
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has already been worked out"?* . 22°Back in February 2021, a delegation from
the Belarusian Ministry of Architecture and Construction visited the region and
discussed with Voronezh partners the possibilities of "implementing a joint
pilot project in the urban-type settlement of Strelitsa, Semiluksky District, to
build a school for 520 children, participation of the Belarusian companies
Belengineeringstroylnvest LLC and Construction Trust No. 12 OJSC in the
construction of pre-school and secondary schools in Semiluksky District, as
well as the prospects of using Belarusian house kits in the implementation of
the project". On the eve of the new school year - at the end of August 2021 - a
general education school was opened in Strelitsa. The school became a pilot
project for the development of cooperation in the construction sector between
Belarus and Voronezh region on the investment and construction principle,
with the involvement of an export credit from the Development Bank of the
Republic of Belarus, as well as such Belarusian manufacturers of construction
materials and equipment as Mogilevliftmash, Gomelstroymaterialy, Keramin.
Mogilev Construction Trust No. 12, which has already earned a good image
outside Belarus, became the general contractor for the construction of the
school in a rather short period of time - less than a year. In the same Voronezh
region "even at the construction stage the customers are more than satisfied
with the quality and progress of works and invite Mogilev to participate in the
tender for the construction of several more objects"?? .

The experience gained in Strelitsa with the use of the investment and
construction principle” has shown that it is favourable for all project
participants. The Russian side received stable financing and a two-year deferral
of payments, as well as high quality work at an acceptable cost. The Belarusian
side sees its benefit in the fact that the loan it issues is linked to a number of
conditions - from the mandatory participation of Belarusian companies, which
receive their profits, in the construction, to the supply of construction materials
and equipment from Belarus. An important detail: a similar scheme will now
be applied to the construction of other social facilities with Belarusian
participation in Voronezh Oblast.
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One of these new facilities will be a mega-school in Voronezh for 2,560
students. In August 2021, LLC Stroyengineering, established with the
participation of the Belarusian side, received the right to build it. The facility,
a building with a variable storeyage of two to four floors, the construction of
which is estimated at three and a half billion Russian rubles, will be one of the
largest educational institutions in Russia. "The mega-school will have 110
classes studying in one shift, 220 teachers will teach the children. <...> The
project envisages separate educational blocks, creation of a barrier-free
environment, conditions for the development of children's creative potential
and sports"??® . In addition, Belarusian specialists are expected to reconstruct
the main sports ground of the region. At the same time, "the estimate for the
reconstruction of the football stadium "Fakel" will amount to 812 million
Russian rubles"?? . Another school and a kindergarten are planned to be built
with Belarusian participation in the village of Semiluki.

It should be noted that Belarus and Voronezh Region have a number of
other areas for cooperation: supplies of machinery, food, waste processing,
industrial cooperation. In particular, the Belarusian” Universal Commodity
Exchange "plans to provide a single channel of sales and purchases for
agricultural producers, since it is the products of the agro-industrial complex
that have every chance to become the driver of exchange trade with this
Russian region"?’ . This is explained by the fact that the Belarusian market is
traditionally in demand for oilseed meal, feed additives, cereals and grains, and
the Voronezh Region is known to'be one of the leaders in this segment. In 2022
the Republic of Belarus and the Voronezh Region "plan to increase the volume
of trade turnover by 7-9% by the level of 2021 on the basis of bilateral
projects"?! . These concrete plans show that the parties have everything they
need to fulfil this task.

In the North Caucasus Federal District (NCFD) of the Russian
Federation, the interaction between the Republic of Belarus and the Kabardino-
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Balkar Republic (KBR) is developing in an interesting way. In October 2021,
a meeting of the joint working group on interaction between the parties was
held, at which an action plan was signed to implement the Agreement on
cooperation in trade and economic, scientific and technical, and socio-cultural
spheres, adopted at the VII Forum of Regions of Belarus and Russia, held in
September 2020. Recall that in 2020, trade turnover between the parties
decreased by more than a quarter to $8.6 million. At the same time, "the
balance is positive for the Republic of Belarus - "plus" $3.1 million"?? .
Actually, these trends have determined the desire of both sides to return the
interaction in the economic field to the growth trajectory. All the more so
because "Belarus and Kabardino-Balkaria are united not only by long-standing
traditions of friendship and mutual assistance, but also by multilateral
economic partnership"?® | which the parties intend to develop even more
actively. This trend is characteristic of the entire North Caucasian Federal
District, one of the key factors in the development of which is its integration
into the Euro-Asian economic space. "In this case, the Republic of Belarus can
be one of the effective partners of the subjects of the North Caucasian Federal
District"?

As for the partnership between Belarus and Kabardino-Balkaria, it is
based on various economic ties between specific enterprises on both sides. For
example, the products of the diamond tool manufacturer Terekalmaz JSC are
well known both at Minsk plants - tractor, automobile and motor, and at the
Baranovichi Autoaggregate Plant, Borisov Autoaggregate Plant, as well as at
the enterprises Avtogidrousilitel, Belkard, Machine-Tool Plant Krasny Borets,
Belgran, Belgeo. JSC Cable Plant Kavkazkabel and JSC Nalchik Plant of High
Voltage Equipment actively developed their presence in the Belarusian market.
Another interesting example in this regard: "JSC "Prokhladnensky Plant of
Semiconductor Devices" (production of integrated voltage regulators) has been
a partner of JSC "Integral" for more than 20 years, purchasing transistor
crystals and microcircuits"*® . To actively develop partnerships in the

232 Actual issues of co-operation between the Republic of Belarus and the Kabardino-Balkar
Republic discussed in the remote format [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
https://russia.mfa.gov.by/ru/embassy/regions/rostov/news/bdc349beac26.html
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agricultural sector, back in 2014, the first international "Prokhladnenskaya
Fair" was held in the territory of Prokhladny urban district, within the
framework of which an exhibition of Belarusian agricultural machinery for
crop production, horticulture and livestock farming was held and a
demonstration of energy-rich machines of Minsk Tractor Plant was organised.
Since that time, the company has also been implementing measures to grow
original seeds of hybrids of various maturity groups zoned in Belarus, which
will make it possible to "supply the Belarusian market with up to 15 thousand
tonnes of maize seeds">* .

Among the Belarusian regions that plan to intensify their co-operation
with Kabardino-Balkaria is the Brest region, which "works on the successful
development of business initiatives, implementation of projects aimed at the
production of competitive products, introduction of innovations, expansion of
sales markets, as well as the creation of joint ventures"?’ . To effectively
develop partnership relations with this Russian region, in April 2018, the Brest
branch of the Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and Industry signed a
cooperation agreement with the union "Chamber of Commerce and Industry of
the Kabardino-Balkarian Republic". This structure is one of the centres of
business activity in the Russian region,- "created to support and help
entrepreneurs, to develop business contacts both in the republic and with other
regions, as well as with CIS and non-CIS countries"**® . We must assume that
with the emergence of the action plan, their results will not be long in coming.

An important area of partnership with Kabardino-Balkaria is social and
cultural. After all, the only Belarusian centre in the North Caucasus Federal
District - the Kabardino-Balkarian public movement "For Unity - "Syabry" -
operates in this Russian region, which annually holds a number of events to
strengthen cultural ties between the parties. For example, in February 2021,
this centre organised a meeting "Syabry Gathers Friends" with the participation
of other national-cultural centres at the Cultural Foundation of the Kabardino-
Balkar Republic, at which "young winners of the International Youth Festival-
Competition of Poetry and Poetic Translations "Shores of Friendship"

of Eurasian integration: information-integration project / compiled by, interviewed by: B. Zalessky,
M. Valkovsky, A. Greshnikov. - Minsk: Biznesofset, 2016. - C. 25.

6 Ibid. C. 27.
37 Investment agreements worth over Br20 million signed at the forum-exhibition of business
contacts in Brest [Electronic resource]. - 2018. - URL:

https://www.belta.by/regions/view/investsoglashenija-na-summu-svyshe-br20-mln-podpisany-na-
forume-vystavke-delovyh-kontaktov-v-breste-300386-2018/

28 Mission, directions of activity [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
https://kbr.tpprf.ru/ru/mission/

94



performed, paintings and works of arts and crafts were presented, and poems
and songs were sung"?* .

Speaking about other priorities in the socio-cultural sphere, we should
also recall such an interesting format as the annual international summer school
held in the CBD on the basis of the local state university "The Roots of
Friendship of Our Peoples - in Our History" with the participation of students,
postgraduates and young scientists from Belarus, Russia and Kazakhstan. In
August 2019, within the framework of the fourth such summer school, the
master class "Patriotic education of youth through the prism of the projects of
the Union State of Belarus and Russia", which "was conducted by Tatyana
Senkevich, PhD in Philology, Dean of the Philological Faculty of the Brest
Pushkin University, and Alla Senkevich, Deputy Head of Educational Work of
the Main Department of Education of the Brest Regional Executive
Committee", aroused special interest among the students**® . All these facts
show that the parties have the necessary prerequisites for successful co-
operation.

Various opportunities for co-operation between the Republic of Belarus
and the regions of the Far Eastern Federal District are also opening up. This is
evidenced by the fact that in the first decade of October 2021, Vladivostok
hosted the Days of the Republic-of Belarus in Primorsky Krai for the first
time. 160 representatives of various spheres of activity - trade and economic,
investment, and cultural <:took part in the Days from the Belarusian side. The
most important events within the framework of these days were: 1) a meeting
of the working group on cooperation between the Republic of Belarus and
Primorsky Krai; 2) a fair and sale of Belarusian goods and an exhibition of
machinery with the participation of 18 major Belarusian enterprises; 3) a
business forum of Belarusian and Primorsky Krai business circles to expand
cooperation with existing partners and search for new ones.

A good backdrop for all these events was the fact that in 2021, exports
of Belarusian companies to this Russian region had already grown by 43 per
cent to $13 million. However, judging by how interestedly and specifically the
working group discussed in Vladivostok the prospects for further interaction
between the parties, this value is just a starting point in terms of implementing

29 The traditional evening "Syabry gather friends" took place in the Culture Foundation of the
Kabardino-Balkar Republic [Electronic resource]. - 2021. - URL:
https:/russia.mfa.gov.by/ru/embassy/regions/rostov/news/c0da3dd2bc7b.html
240 Representatives of A.S. Pushkin Brest University participated in the summer school in
Kabardino-Balkaria [Electronic resource]. - 2019. - URL:
https://russia.mfa.gov.by/ru/embassy/regions/rostov/news/652289590c9¢.html
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new joint projects. Let us name some of them. In particular, it is planned to
create a full-fledged exhibition and service centre for the sale and support of
Belarusian machinery in Primorsky Krai, which will make it possible not only
to sell machinery, but also to service it and present it to a wide range of
consumers in Primorye on the spot. In the industrial sector, a project to promote
the products of Mogilevliftmash OJSC is expected to be implemented. "This
concerns both lifts and lift equipment, as well as rotary and carousel-type car
parks - a new direction mastered by the enterprise"**! . In the field of
agriculture, there are plans to promote, approbation and introduction of
Belarusian potato varieties in Primorsky Krai, expert support and scientific
support in orchard cultivation, as well as conversion of agricultural machinery
to caterpillar running.

As for the exhibition of Belarusian enterprises' products, the main square
of Vladivostok displayed municipal, agricultural and construction machinery
of machine-building plants of Belarus. A number of other enterprises -
Babushkina Krynka Holding, Kobrin Butter and Cheese Factory, Domochai
Company, Krasny Pischevik OJSC, Kommunarka -OJSC, Brest, Bobruisk,
Mogilev and Pinsk meat processing plants - presented Belarusian
confectionery, dairy and meat products, which are well known here and
traditionally enjoy high demand. Suffice it to say that in 2020, "$2.1 million
worth of Belarusian food was supplied to Primorye. Compared to 2019, it was
a 63% increase. This year, only at the end of 8 months, deliveries have
increased by 34%, and $2 million has already been traded"**? .

The business forum held as part of the Days of the Republic of Belarus
in Primorsky Krai demonstrated the high interest of local retail chains in
increasing the volume of supplies of Belarusian food products. And the
negotiations held by the representatives of business circles to increase the
assortment of supplied products make it possible to really expect a multiple
increase in their volume in the near future. Among the enterprises that worked
very efficiently in Vladivostok is the Belarusian holding AMKODOR, which
unites 30 legal entities, including 21 factories in Belarus, Russia, Uzbekistan
and Lithuania. In particular, "a contract was concluded for the delivery of
another 15 units of the holding's machines to one of the economic

241 Export of Mogilev region to Primorsky Krai increased by 84% [Electronic resource]. - 2021. -
URL: https://www.belta.by/regions/view/eksport-mogilevskoj-oblasti-v-primorskij-kraj-
uvelichilsja-na-84-463897-2021/
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rost-postavok-prodovolstvija-v-primorskij-kraj-rossii-463698-2021/
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organisations. In addition, another dealership contract was signed, the needs of
Primorye region in special machines "AMKODOR" for 2022 and the volume
of their supply were specified"?** . Interestingly, a few weeks later - at the end
of October 2021 - Vladivostok also hosted a presentation of a wide range of
AMKODOR machinery, which allows "to implement a comprehensive support
of the forestry sector, which in turn increases productivity and efficiency of the
equipment purchased by the customer at each stage of the production
process">** . Apparently, new contracts are not far off.

The fact that Primorsky Krai is seriously interested in Belarusian
machinery is also evidenced by the fact that JSC "Managing Company of
Bobruiskagromash Holding" signed a dealer agreement with Utyos LLC with
the right to sell machines for the application of pulverised chemical
ameliorants in Primorsky Krai. An important detail: "Utyos LLC has been the
developer of the Gora Glubinnaya quarry for 22 years and has established itself
as areliable producer of mineral fertilisers: limestone dolomite flour, limestone
coarse meal and mineral powder for asphalt and concrete plants"?** . Now this
Russian company uses Western European machinery, which is seven times
more expensive than the Belarusian one, as the main machines for mineral
fertiliser application. So the prospects for the machines of Bobruiskagromash
on the Primorsky market are not bad. It should be reminded that the VIII Forum
of Regions of Belarus and Russia, which took place in the summer of 2021,
demonstrated "a vast potential in terms of further development of interaction
between specific regions of the two countries that are members of the Union
State"**¢ | which should be fully utilised in the near future. This is exactly the
approach we are seeing today in the example of co-operation between the
Republic of Belarus and Primorsky Krai.

The twin-cities movement is also a very effective tool for the
development of Belarusian-Russian interregional ties. In October 2021, the
Belarusian city of Zhodino hosted the 10th meeting of twin-cities, which was
attended by representatives of 52 cities of the two countries - Moscow, Kaluga,
Grozny, Novorossiysk, Zaslavl, Mogilev, Vileika, Kolomna, Smolensk and

23 "AMKODOR" will deliver the next batch of equipment to Primorsky Krai [Electronic resource].
- 2021. - URL: https://www.belta.by/economics/view/amkodor-postavit-ocherednuju-partiju-
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many others. Let's remind that the previous nine meetings were held since 1998
in Gomel, Mytishchi, Vitebsk, Bryansk, Novopolotsk, Smolensk, Minsk,
Podolsk, Mogilev. And almost all of them "became an eloquent illustration of
the conclusion that the Belarusian-Russian twinning of cities creates a unique
environment for productive trade and economic interaction, as well as for the
spiritual component of the brotherhood of the two peoples and the development
of people's diplomacy"?*” . In particular, the 9th meeting, held in March 2017
in Mogilev, brought together representatives of 24 Belarusian and 35 Russian
cities, including from Moscow, Vologda, Tula, Smolensk, Volgograd, Penza,
Pskov, and Vyazma.

The theme of the meeting in Zhodzina was "Twinning as an important
potential for strengthening the Union State of Belarus and Russia and the unity
of the peoples". The Belarusian Public Organisation "Twinned Cities"
(BPOPG) proposed such specific areas of discussion as economics and
business, promotion of mutual investments, expansion of industrial
cooperation, "cooperation in the social sphere, infrastructure development, as
well as cultural, educational cooperation and twinning as a platform for
improving work with young people"*® . It should be noted that at the end of
2020, 36 cities were members of the BOPG, which has established twinning
and partnership ties with more than 450 cities in 38 countries, with Russia
being the clear leader.

Belarus assumes that such bilateral meetings of sister cities are of great
importance for the development of the twinning movement as a whole, as they
present new opportunities for expanding cooperation in the implementation of
investment, trade and economic ties, cultural and educational programmes.
After all, "twin cities are an important and effective sector of international co-
operation, a feature of which is openness, mutual trust, tolerance and good-
heartedness"?* . In the Union State, these relations are even more pronounced
and should be used within the framework of Union integration as an effective
tool of local authorities to develop constructive dialogue and implement a

247 Zalesky, B.L. Sister Cities of Belarus and Russia: in the atmosphere of trust - to mutually
beneficial projects / B.L. Zalesky // Materialy XII Miedzynarodowej naukowi-praktycznej
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variety of cooperation projects. The main goal of cooperation between cities in
this regard is "comprehensive development of urban living environment,
infrastructure, social sphere, culture, education, sports, leisure and recreation
opportunities in the interests of improving the welfare of the population,
strengthening tolerance, deepening business interaction"?*° ,

One of the concrete results of this twinning meeting in Zhodzina was the
signing of a cooperation agreement between the cities of Grodno and Ukhta
from the Komi Republic. The first agreement on the establishment and
development of trade and economic, scientific, technical and cultural ties
between them was adopted in September 2017 during the International
Investment Forum "Grodno Region at the Crossroads of Borders". The new
document envisages, first of all, trade and industrial interaction. The fact is that
Grodno in Russia today has quite a few twin cities and partners. Among them
are Dzerzhinsk (2005), Khimki (2005), the Shchukino administration of
Moscow (2005), Vologda (2007), Cheboksary (2009), the Tuapse district of
the Krasnodar region (2012), Tambov (2015).:As we can see, few of them are
located in the northern part of the neighbouring country. Thanks to the new
agreement, it is expected to intensify supplies from Grodno not only of meat
and dairy products, but also other products. "Among the companies whose
products may soon appear in large volume in the Russian city [Ukhta] are JSC
Molochny Mir, JSC Grodno Meat Processing Plant, SOOO Kvinfud, SOOO
Conte Spa">! .

The activation ‘of partnership ties between Grodno and Ukhta is an
interesting form of deepening the interaction between Grodno Region and the
Komi Republic at the municipal level. The fact is that back in April 2021, the
Grodno Regional Executive Committee noted that this Russian region is
interested in cooperating in wood processing and furniture production. "For
this purpose, it is planned to establish ties with the business circles of Grodno
region. The Russian side is ready to adopt the experience of Grodno residents
in this field. It is also possible to create a joint venture for furniture
production"?? . In September 2021, the Belarusian and Russian regions held

230 Surikov, A. Urban diplomacy is an effective way of regional integration not only of the Union
State, but also of the Eurasian Economic Union / A. Surikov // Belarus - Russia: urban diplomacy:
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Mostovoy. - Minsk: Biznesofset, 2013. - C. 4-5.
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the second meeting of the working group on cooperation, where they discussed
specific areas of work. In agrarian business, the partners from Komi are going
to adopt the experience of Grodno region from the design and construction of
agricultural facilities to the introduction of raw material processing
technologies, and they also envisage co-operation in the construction field.
"Great potential lies in co-operation in education, culture, tourism and
sports"> . Of course, Grodno and Ukhta are planning to make their
considerable contribution to the development of all these business ties of the
republic and the region, which will fully meet the content of the agreement
signed within the framework of the 10th meeting of the twin cities in Zhodino.

Another driver of interaction with Russian regions in 2021 is the activity
of the Belarusian Universal Commodity Exchange (BUTB). Suffice it to say
that from January to August 2021, the exchange trade turnover between
Belarus and Russia increased one and a half times and reached $375 million.
This is the highest figure among the 68 countries represented on the BUTB.
The fact that more than half of all foreign clients of the exchange - more than
2,600 - are non-resident Russian companies speaks volumes. At the same time,
"the largest volume of transactions falls on representatives of the Leningrad,
Moscow and Smolensk regions?** .

In many respects, all these positive trends are explained by the fact that
"today there are no obstacles to using the technological and intellectual
potential of commodity exchanges as a tool for implementing integration
programmes of the Union State"?*® . Partners from Russia are also attracted by
the opportunity provided by the BUTB to use it as a kind of springboard to
enter the markets of third countries. "In the first eight months of 2021, the
amount of transit transactions made by bidders from the Russian Federation
totalled $5.5 million. These were mainly supplies of woodworking products,
petrochemicals, construction products, as well as equipment and machinery"?*®
. All of this was successfully sold through BUTB to Latvia, Lithuania, Poland
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and Estonia. In particular, about 30 companies from the Smolensk, Moscow,
Leningrad and Bryansk regions used this mechanism. And, to all appearances,
in the near future, these areas of Belarusian-Russian exchange co-operation
will get new impulses for development in other regions of Russia as well.

For example, the Samara region, which is one of the leaders in
agricultural exports in the Volga Federal District, is very interested in co-
operation with BUTB. In November 2021, 30 production and trading
companies in the region expressed their willingness to use the potential of
BUTB to expand the volume and geography of their exports, including "for the
sale of agricultural products from the Samara region to the European Union
countries. In particular, BUTB has already formed a pool of regular buyers of
vegetable oils from the Baltic States, Poland and Switzerland, who could
purchase Samara sunflower oil within the framework of transit deals"?>’ . It
should be noted that so far these countries are mainly supplied with Belarusian
oilseed processing products, the volume of which may exceed $70 million in
2021. This Russian region also sees significant potential in attracting
metallurgical companies to BUTB to sell ferrous and non-ferrous rolled metal
products, which are annually used in considerable quantities in the Belarusian
industry. For the time being, "as a rule, the way of Samara metal to the
Belarusian buyer is through intermediaries, which makes it more expensive
and less competitive..." .23

The development - of exchange trade with Belarus in the Stavropol
Territory is assessed as a factor contributing to the growth of mutual trade
turnover and diversification of its structure. Updating contacts with BUTB in
November 2021, representatives of the Export Support Centre of the region
expressed confidence that this exchange platform "will become a "single
window" for Stavropol companies, through which they will have access not
only to the Belarusian market, but will also be able to successfully trade with
the countries of Europe, Asia and the Middle East, where it is quite difficult to
do business without having their own distribution network"?> .
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As for the Pskov region, they see the prospects for active use of the
BUTB potential in the sale of products of the region's timber industry
enterprises. This is evidenced by the fact of participation of 30 companies of
the Pskov region in the business forum held in October 2021, where it was
detailed how "the exchange mechanism will allow Pskov companies to supply
their goods not only to the Belarusian market, but also to the countries of
Europe and Asia, where the exchange has already formed a network of
business partners ready to purchase timber products in almost any volume"**

The Republic of Karelia is also coming to the BUTB with an
interesting project, and is primarily interested in the possibility of using the
exchange mechanism for the sale of raw milk from neighbouring Russian
regions in the region. This initiative to sell raw milk from the Vologda,
Kaliningrad, Pskov and other regions of the North-West Federal District has
every chance of success, as BUTB considers raw milk to be a commodity
position with great potential, which is yet to be revealed at exchange trading.
Moreover, in November 2021, the Belarusian exchange platform confirmed its
readiness to "organise separate trading sessions specifically for participants
from the Republic of Karelia, which will allow <..> enterprises to get the
maximum economic effect from the use/of the exchange mechanism"**! . So
here, too, hopefully, the results will not be long in coming.
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Belarus - Russia:
A factor of trust and co-operation

Direct partnership ties between the regions of the Republic of Belarus
and the Russian Federation in the September (2021) joint statement of the
Prime Ministers of the two countries called an increasingly important factor of
mutual trust and economic cooperation within the Union State. The following
fact speaks volumes in this regard: "About 80 regions participate in this
interregional co-operation on the part of Russia"?%? .

One of its active participants is Astrakhan Oblast, which signed the
Agreement on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technical and Cultural
Cooperation with the Republic of Belarus back in May 1999, and in December
2021 adopted a new 3-year plan of joint actions with the Belarusian side for its
implementation for 2022-2024. It should be noted that the adoption of the new
3-year plan of joint actions took place at a time of very positive development
of bilateral relations between the Republic and the region. After all, "the trade
turnover between Belarus and Astrakhan Oblast in January-September of this
[2021] year totalled $23.1 million, which is almost 29% more than in the same
period of 2020"2% . The bulk of Belarusian exports to the Russian region were
chipboard, household appliances, machinery and devices for lifting, moving,
loading and unloading, wool; and plastic construction parts. For example, only
"shipments of uncoated paper and paperboard in the first nine months of this
[2021] year increased 11.7 times over the same period last year."?** . The dealer
network of Belarusian enterprises, including Minsk automobile and tractor
plants, Gomselmash, Bobruiskagromash, AMKODOR, and "work is underway
to create a MTZ trade and service centre, which is planned to be put into
operation in 2022"2%5 . In addition, a chain of Belarusian footwear shops
"Belvest", a salon of Belarusian furniture "Megapolis", five specialised shops
"Belarusian Products" are successfully operating in Astrakhan. Another "about
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3500 trade enterprises sell Belarusian-made goods in the region - linen,
cosmetics, clothes, bedding, household chemicals" . 266

The new 3-year joint action plan signed in December 2021, according to
the parties, should give a new impetus to bilateral co-operation and will
identify steps to further deepen co-operation in the most significant and
strategic areas. In particular, the document contains specific measures "to
increase trade turnover, joint activities in the agro-industrial complex and the
use of innovative technologies"?®’ . Thus, one of the clauses deals with the use
of Belarusian experience in the organisation of urban public transport, road
traffic and passenger transportation, automation of transport management and
cashless fare payment, which is very relevant for the Russian region today. The
experience of Belarus in the use of modern technologies of production and
laying of asphalt-concrete mixtures, as well as in the restoration of operational
characteristics of the rain drainage system will also be introduced in the
Astrakhan region. Agricultural machinery and lift equipment are also
promising areas of cooperation.

In addition, at the December (2021) meeting of the working group on
cooperation between the republic and the region, the Astrakhan side made a
proposal to Belarusian partners to "take advantage of the opportunities of the
international transport corridor North-South. A new container terminal in the
sea port of Olya will become a part of it"?® . The fact is that the North-South
International Transport Corridor:links the Scandinavian countries and the
north-western part of the Eurasian Economic Union with the states of Central
Asia, the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. It includes railway, road and
inland waterway transport infrastructure, seaports on the Caspian Sea,
including Astrakhan, Persian Gulf ports, road and railway checkpoints, and
international airports. The main advantage of the North-South ITC compared
to other routes, including through the Suez Canal, is a significant reduction in
the time it takes to transport goods - from 30 to 45 days. At the same time, the
port of Olya, located at the mouth of the Volga River, is one of the most
promising Caspian ports. It already operates on Turkmen and Iranian routes.
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"In the future, ferry communication with Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan will be
developed"?% . That is why now new cargo flows are being actively attracted
here, new technological complexes are being created here to process cargoes
that are still going by other routes. The successful implementation of this port
on the Caspian Sea is also facilitated by the fact that it is located on the territory
of the special economic zone "Lotos", which provides favourable conditions
for the implementation of investment projects in a wide range of areas in the
field of industrial production and transport support. Thus, the offer from the
interregional co-operation partners from Astrakhan Oblast looks very
promising and promising for Belarusian business entities.

The Republic of Bashkortostan is another Russian region whose plans
include intensifying interaction with Belarus in the near future. In December
2021, a meeting of the Working Group on Cooperation between the parties was
held, at which its participants discussed possible interaction in the main areas
of trade and economic cooperation - agriculture, machine building, machine
tools, and construction. It should be reminded that Belarus and Bashkortostan
signed the Agreement on trade-economic, scientific-technical and cultural co-
operation back in June 1999. Since then, "Bashkortostan sees the potential for
co-operation with Belarus in those-activities where it is possible to get the
maximum practical effect from the union integration. This concerns, first of
all, the petrochemical, machine-building and agro-industrial complexes,
robotics and electronics"?’?”. And it should be recognised that for more than
twenty years of partnership ties Belarus and Bashkortostan have made
significant progress in many areas. In particular, assembly plants of MTZ
tractors, Gomselmash and Lidselmash combine harvesters, Bobruiskagromash
machinery, trolleybuses made of MAZ machine kits, and 14 enterprises
established with the participation of Belarusian capital are currently operating
in this Russian region.

As for mutual trade, we note that although "Belarus ranks third in terms
of trade turnover with Bashkortostan, second only to China and Kazakhstan,
the opportunities for intensifying mutual trade are far from being exhausted"?”!
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. Indeed, the best indicators of trade turnover were achieved by the parties in
2018 - almost 750 million dollars. In 2020, this figure was expressed by the
value of almost 427 million dollars, and for the three quarters of 2021 - just
over 280 million dollars. At the same time, "for 10 months. 2021 exports of
Belarusian products to the Republic of Bashkortostan amounted to $122.4
million or 107 per cent of the same period last year">’> . The main supplies
from Belarus were refrigerators, freezers and refrigeration equipment, cookers,
sheets and films of plastics, cheese and cottage cheese. In addition, in January
- September 2021, "the supplies of wood-fibreboard (almost 14 times
compared to the same period last year), consoles, tables and panels for
electrical equipment (10 times) increased significantly"?’® . In general, the
enterprises of the concern "Bellesbumprom” increased their exports to this
region of Russia by more than a quarter - almost to two million dollars.
"Among the new types of products that began to be supplied to Bashkortostan
in the current [2021] year is wallpaper. The Belarusian Wallpaper Holding has
signed a long-term contract with a company from Ufa for the supply of
wallpaper products of various assortment"?’* .

Given the existing dynamics of cooperation, the parties agreed in
December 2021 to intensify work in a number of areas in order to restore the
pre-crisis trade turnover as soon as possible, and in the long term to increase it
to one billion dollars, relying on several priorities. "The first is the expansion
of co-operative cooperation of industrial enterprises in the field of supplies of
specialised and truck equipment. The second direction is interaction in the
sphere of agro-industrial complex and participation in the technical
modernisation of Bashkortostan's agro-industrial complex"?”> . In the same line
is the expansion of co-operation in petrochemicals and construction, including
road construction. And the prospects here, it must be said, are considerable. In
particular, the Russian region, where the area of arable land is seven million
hectares and where only Belarusian wheeled tractors are assembled at the
Bashselkhoztekhnika enterprise, is in urgent need of caterpillar-based
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machinery - "we need caterpillar tractors - not dozens, but hundreds"?’® . As a
result, the issue of possible assembly of Belarusian caterpillar tractors on
Bashkir territory has already been put into practice.

Another promising topic concerns motorways, the total length of which
in this Russian region exceeds 50 thousand kilometres, and Bashkortostan
ranks second in Russia in terms of the extensive network of local roads. All
major federal highways pass through here. It is planned to start reconstruction
of a section of the Kazan - Yekaterinburg motorway running through the
Bashkir land. And in this regard, they are interested in the Belarusian
experience of using cement concrete pavements, which was launched in our
country in 2014. At that time, the first object was the second ring road around
Minsk, and then two more artificial runways - at the National Airport and
Orsha. Bashkortostan firmly intends to develop cement-concrete road
construction and is ready to intensify co-operation in this direction with
partners from Belarus. Besides, taking into account the fact that the inter-repair
periods of cement-concrete roads are much'longer than those of asphalt-
concrete roads, the Bashkir side expressed-its interest in co-operation with
Belarusian specialists "not only in the construction of federal roads of the
highest class, but also in the restoration of regional roads with gravel and
crushed stone pavement, which require improvement of their operational
characteristics">”” . And, to all‘appearances, the Belarusian holding Belavtodor
is already ready to share the experience of its organisations with its Bashkir
partners in these matters. Note that all these facts are only part of the
agreements that were reached in December 2021 within the framework of more
than 200 meetings of business people in Minsk to develop co-operation
between Belarus and Bashkortostan.

In January 2022, the Republic of Tyva, a Russian region located in the
south of Eastern Siberia and home to 330,000 people, also made a significant
bid to significantly intensify interaction with Belarus. It is clear that
geographical remoteness brings its own adjustments to the implementation of
joint projects of the parties. This is evidenced by the volume of trade and
economic co-operation between Belarus and Tyva, which amounted to about
$275 thousand in 2020, and even less in the first 11 months of 2021 - only
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$47.5 thousand. "The basis of supplies from our republic [Belarus] was the
supply of machines and devices for lifting, moving, loading or unloading,
metal structures made of ferrous metals, corsetry products and women's

knitwear"?’8 .

The issue of the need to intensify cooperation between the parties was
raised three years ago - in December 2018 - at a meeting of the Tyva
administration with representatives of the Belarusian distribution network in
the region, where it was noted that "there are 70 BELAZ dump trucks in
operation at the enterprises of the Republic of Tyva, moreover, the region has
a serious potential for further expansion of the fleet of this equipment"?”® . And
in January 2022, during the first visit of the head of the Russian region V.
Khovalyg to Belarus, these intentions began to take quite concrete shape.

Minsk sees the prospects for the development of these partnerships in
the near future as a serious increase in trade turnover with the Republic of
Tyva. Especially since there is a lot of potential in this respect: from supplies
of modern Belarusian road, municipal, construction, logging, and passenger
equipment to the Russian region to the implementation of joint projects "in the
agro-industrial sphere, in the field of water supply and drainage, design of
housing and social facilities"?*° . In particular, one of the concrete results of
the visit of the representative delegation of Tyva to Belarus was the agreement
that with the help of the Belarusian side a dairy farm will be built in the region,
which will be "equipped with Belarusian-made equipment and Belarusian
cattle. It is planned to implement the project within a year, and then this
experience can be replicated"?®! | in order to fully meet the region's demand for
milk and dairy pro